












THE 


CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


CONTAINING 


SHORT 
OBSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS 


UPON 
SELECr PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, 
FOR 
EVERY SUNDAY IN THE YEAR: 
Wit 


APPROPRIATE HYMNS. 



















PREFACE, 
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THE present number of the Christian Monitor 
is the republication of a very pious, useful, and 
esteemed work, printed in London the present year, 
and written by the Rev. Joan Tremuett, of Hap- 
ton, near Norwich. No other liberty has been tak- 
en, than the omission of one or two paragraphs, 
and the substitution of the two numbers marked in 
the table of contents by an asterism. 

The Editors recommend that the book should be 
read in course, in the families where it will be circu- 
lated, on the evening of the Lord’s day, in connec- 3 
tion with the usual portion of Scripture and domes- 
tick prayer. It is, also, much to be wished, that, 
wherever it can be done, singing might make a part of 
that devotional service. The charms of Poetry are 
never better employed than in raising devout emo- 
tions, and in celebrating the majesty, wisdom, love, 





and other perfections of the Almighty. Young peo- 


ple especially have, in general, a relish for its beau- 
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ties ; and it isan apostolick direction, “is any cheer- 
ful, let him sing psalms.” It is certain we can hon- 
our God and religion by this pious expression of 
joy- Toassist this pleasant and christian practice, 
no small pains have been taken in selecting from a 


“. Yariety of sources, Hymns, which it is hoped will, in 





general, be found suitable to the main subject of the 
lesson to which they are subjoined ; and, as variety 
‘is pleasing, several of them are such as have never 
before been published in this country, and some are 


seriginal, 
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SHORT 


®BSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS 


UPON 


fe LU iF Az 
SELECT PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, 


FIRST SUNDAY. 


9 Peter, iii. 8.—But, beloved, be not ignorant of this 
one thing, that one day with the Lord is as a thou- 
sand years, and a thousand years as one day. 


Tue conclusion and the ergy ats ement of 
so and important a period of time as a 
poy calculated to extine in the mind of 
all persons many useful reflections. By the 
former we are reminded, that another year is 
taken from the few allotted to our m ex- 
istence ; and by the latter that, though per- 
mitted to enter upon it, we may not live to 
see its close. The comforts, in the enj nt 
_ of which we began it, may be lessened, or our 
=" capacity of deriving pleasure from them im- 
_ paired, ere we have passed through half of it. 
The friends whose conversation has delight- 
_ ¢d,and whose example has instructed and an- 
 imated us, may be removed to the house ap- 
~ pointed for all living, before the sun has per- 
_ formed another annual revolution. Hence 
our weeks and months, which are marked by 
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perpetual changes in ourselves or those about 
us, acquire a considerable degree of impor- 
tance ; but with the Creator of the world who 
is. from: everlasting. the. same yesterday, to- 
day, and forever more, one day is as a thou- 
sand years.— The lapse of time and the revo- 
Jution of ages, the rise and the fall of kingdoms 
and empires, can affect neither the stability 
nor the extent ef his dominions, neither the 
wisdom nor the goodness of his plans.—Let 
what changes will ‘take place ; let what diffi- 
culties may occur ; his power is still equal to 
every exertion, and’ his wisdom to the accom. 
plishment of every purpose, which may be ex- 
pected from a Being who is good unto all, and 
‘whose tender mercies are over all his works, 
- whe of oe, instead of impairing or 
loriousattributes of the Deity, 
villesly ¢ only a m to shine with brighter lus- 
tre; sia: aren afflictions and sufferings have an- 
swered the gracious purposes destined. in the 
counsels of heaven, will give hisintelligent crea- 
tures new and boundless motives to veneration, 


love and gratitude. Revolving years will proba- 
sh inthe present world Hf darkness, cast new 


coer ak the grand, though to our 
ae — and mysterious, dispensations of 
Providence... They will lead. us to join in the 
hymn of exalted devotion, ‘“ Holy and rever- 
end is thy name ; great and Garidiseeanek 
thy cae _just and true. are all thy ways, 
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thou King of Nations!” Feeble and short- 
lived as we are, we shall feel a holy joy, that 
the great and omnipotent Ruler of the Uni- 
verse ever lives. ‘Though few and evil may 
be the days of the years of our pilgrimage,— 
supported by Christian principles and cheered 
by Christian prospects, we shall have abundant 
reason,looking up to the Rock of Ages, to adopt 
the language of a philosopher and saint : ~ 

Through all eternity to Thee | 

A joyful song we'll raise ; 
But, oh ! eternity’s too short, 


To utter all thy praise. 
— 


HYMN I. L.M. 


Great Gon ! we sing that mighty hand 
By which supported still we stand : 
Our opening years thy mercy show; 
That mercy crowns them as they flow. 
By day, by night, at home, abroad, 

Still are we guarded by our Gop ; 

By his incessant bounty fed, 

By his unerring counsel led. ~ 


With grateful hearts the past we own ; 
The future, all to us unknown, 

To thee commit in humble prayer, 

And banish every anxious care. 


In scenes exalted or deprest, 

Thou art our joy, our hope, our rest; 
‘Thy goodness all our hopes shall raise, © 
Ador’d through all our changing days. 


When death shall interrupt these-songs, 

And seal in silence mortal tongues, 

In better worlds our souls shall boast 

Our helper, Gop, in whom we trust. ” 
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SECOND SUNDAY. 


‘Matt. vii. ll—Jf ye then, being evil, know how to 


‘ gtve good gifts unio your chil’ren, how much more 
shall your Father who isin heaven give good things 
to them that ask him ? 


IT wasa most delightful as well as hon- 


ourable part of our holy Master’s business 
‘apon earth, to impress upon men venerable 
and endearing sentiments of his heavenly 


Father. He uniformly represents him as the 
proper object of religious worship. By his 


‘own example he taught his first disciples, 


and has encouraged all to the end of time, to 
offer up their devout praises and to make 


_ known their humble supplications to him, 


who alone is able to hear and to answer pray- 
er. In this holy duty he was now exhorting 
his hearers to engage ; and to animate them 
so to do, he assures them that they may in- 
dulge all the hope and confidence of being 
heard, which dutiful children feel when they 
present their reasonable requests tos their af- 
fectionate earthly parents. To inspire in their 
breasts the most pleasurable and joyful feel- 
ings, and to strengthen their attachment to the 


. sacred duty of. prayer, he points out one very 


essential particular, in which the authors of 
-our earthly existence, however strong their 
aflection for their beloved offspring may be, 
are inferior to him who is the Creator and 
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Father of all. The kindest and best of earth- 
ly parents are subject to erroneous judgments, 
foolish prejudices, and impetuous passions. 
But if, notwithstanding these unfavourable 
circumstances, earthly parents are, generally 
speaking, taught by the constitution of their 
nature, and so far taught of God, to give 
eood things to their children, suitable to their 
growth in knowledge and in years,—how 
much more myst our Father in heaven be 
able and willing todothis! He is an infi- 
nitely wise and perfect Being, the author of 
all those affections which render men estima- 
ble and lovely in the various important con- 
nexions and intercourses of life. He can 
form no erroneous conceptions, be blinded by 
no unreasonable prejudices, and influenced by 
no ungovernable and hasty passions. De- 
lighting to make and behold, to confirm and 
establish his creatures in his own venerable 
image, he cannot but be most ready under all 
our infirmities and sufferings, to give such 
good things, as are necessary for this purpose, 
to those who ask him in the language and the 
spirit of humility and piety. With holy con- 
fidence and joy, then, let all men, in the sin- 
cere performance of this sacred duty, expect 
that good thing of which they severally stand 
in peculiar need. ‘The ignorant may hope to 
be instructed, and the erring to be guided ; 
penitents to be forgiven ; the reformed to be 
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encouraged ; the feeble to be strengthened ; 
the faithful to be animated ; the young to be 
directed ; the aged to be supported ; the af- 
flicted to be comforted ; and those who are 
upon the verge of eternity cheered by the 
bright prospects which it presents to them : 
‘in short, all who wait upon the Lord, to find 
him an ever-present and an all-suflicient help 
in their time of need, 


HYMN Il L.M. 


Our Father thron’d above the sky, 

To thee our empty hands we spread ; 
Thy children at thy footstool lie, 

And ask thy blessings on their head. 


Let mercy all our sins dispel, 

As clouds before the solar beam ; - 
Our souls from bondage and from hell 
To liberty and life redeem. 


With cheerfu} hope and filial fear, 

In that august and precious name 

By thee ordain’d, we now draw near 
And would the promis’d blessing claim. 
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Does not an earthly parent hear 
The cravings of his famish’d son ? 
Will he reject the filial prayer 

Or meck him witha cake of stone ? 


Our heavenly Father, how much more: 
Will thy divine compassions rise, } 
And open thy unbounded store 
To satisfy thy children’s cries. 


Yes, we will ask, and seek, and press 
For gracious audience to thy seat 5 
Still waiting, hoping for success, 

If persevering to entreat. 


For Jesus in his faithful word 
The patient supplicant has blest ; 
And all thy saints with one acord 
The prevalence of prayer attest. 
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THIRD SUNDAY. 


Psal. iv. 8. Z will both lay me down in peace and 
sleep ; for thou Lord only makest me dwell in 


safety. 


*‘ IT appears strange that those blessings 
which descend upon us with the greatest uni- 
formity do least of all excite our attention 
and gratitude ; and that the very circum- 
stance which ought to render the impression 
deeper, almost prevents any impression what- 
ever. If the seasons were not to return in 
such constant order ; if the course of nature, 
now so regular, were to be frequently inter- 
rupted, so that the earth were to yield only a 
scanty and precarious subsistence, we should 
be compelled to think more of our depend- 
ence upon that unseen hand, without which 
all our industry would avail nothing. And if, 
instead of that rest from sleep to which we go 
with a certainty almost of enjoying it, we 
were to be afflicted with long and frequent 
desertions of it, we might feel more sensibly 
‘our own weakness, and the importance of that 
providence by which the order of every thing 
is maintained. But so it is, that very order, 
that uniformity which renders the course of 
nature most worthy of admiration lulls our 
faculties ; and the wonder, like every thing 
that grows familiar, passes by without attract- 
ing much notice, or is quite unobserved, It 
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is thus with sleep ; one among the many me- 
morials of our frailty, and of the goodness of 
God in providing fer it. ‘There is reason 
then that we should stop to view this appearance, 
and to enter into the reasons arising from it. 

‘1. We lay ourselves down in peace, and 
take our rest, because sleep renews our- bodi- 
ly strength, which will not bear the fatigue of 
constant exercise, but must be relieved. by 
stated intervals of this refreshment.. “ The 
rest of the labouring man is sweet ;” and he 
rises invigorated from his grateful slumbers 
to renew his labours. 

2. ‘“* The mind too, no less than the body, 
wants this rest, and partakes of the refresh- 
ment. The faculties of the soul cannot bear 
intense application. ‘The temporary suspen- 
sion procured by sleep hasa favourable ef- 
fect ; and we awake with an enlivened ability 
and zeal for new application. 

3. ‘Sleep is a farther relief to us by the 
silence imposed on our passions.—Thus the 
worldly mind that retired with too high an 
opinion of riches and honour, finds them in 
the morning reduced in their value somewhat 
nearer their standard ;. the passion is in some 
degree abated ; and, in. the serene interval, 
reason steps in, and is heard with more atten- 
tion. A person then begins to think, and to 
ask what there is in the world answerable to 
all this anxiety about it ?—Have we been dis- 
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turbed merely by the violence of our own 
tempers, or in our intercourse with the world 
have we been undeserveéedly mortified by cold- 

ness and neglect where we looked for the 
warmth of asincere friendship? Or have 
we suffered by some real invasion of our 
rights ?. If the sun, with which our resent- 
ment ought to have withdrawn, has left us de- 
termined to gratify this hateful passion by re- 
venge ; sleep then comes in and disarms us ; 
the tumult subsides, and anger goes to rest 
with us. In the morning we find ourselves 
changed, though without merit in ourselves, 
the furies are turned out of our breasts, now 
swept-and garnished, as it were, for the recep- 
tion of better guests. As if some meek and 
gentle spirit had been soothing us, the heat of 
our temper is abated ; we see room to blame 
the excess of our own passion, and are better 
disposed to meet our enemy with forbearance. 
—RHas the good fortune of our neighbour, or 
the respect paid him, instead of giving us 
pleasure, mingled with the other foes of our 
own household, and added to our vexation ? 
Reasen and humanity, during the interval of 
sleep, seem to have taken their seat again, and 
to have resumed their power over us.—Are 
we in sorrow ? Have we been bereft of a 
lovely child, or lost a brother or sister, or a 
friend that sticks closer than either ? If on 
observing the few comforts we. haye in this 
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world thus diminished, we indulge our mel- 
ancholy thoughts, and find them congenial 
with the natural darkness that comes over us, 
we have this natural relief at hand, nay, we 
sometimes find even in the magnitude of our 
loss and in the very excess of our grief, a 
greater disposition to enjoy that repose. 
Sleep steals upon us, and sheds its kind influ- 
ence. Thus our sensibility, though not sub- 
dued, is yet rendered less painful ; and it di- 
minishes daily, until at length the mind recov- 
ers itself, and is prepared for the farther tri- 
als awaiting it.—Considering, then, this nat- 
ural provision to check the impetuosity of 
our passions, and how it tends to prevent that 
greater anguish which would otherwise fol- 
low, we see abundant reason to be thankful 
to Him who has thus made us.—Nor let us 
be less grateful, that, after resigning ourselves 
to the power of sleep, we are soon restored to 
our liberty, and that what we had no command 
over, departed from us as soon as its various 
benefits are imparted to us. If, to a conside- 
rate mind it be wonderful how we are pre- 
served and relieved, even with our own care 
to guard against the evils to which we are 
liable, how much greater the wonder when all 
our powers of thought and action are for a 
time seemingly taken from us! Let the glo- 
ty be to Him who slumbers not, and whose 
watchful providence sustains us, and takes 





















eare of us when we could take no care of our- 
selves. Let us, therefore, never give sleep 

_ to our eyes, nor slumber to our eyelids, with- 
out looking up to him on whom we thus en- 
tirely depend, grateful for such an opportunity 
for refreshment, and imploring his protection, 
while thus incapable of preserving ourselves.” 


_———P + Go 


HYMN OL L. M. 


Gtory to thee, my God, this night, 
For all the blessings of the light ; 
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings, 
Beneath the shadow of thy wings. 


Teach me to live, that I may dread 
The grave as little as my bed ; 
‘Feath me @ die, that so I may 
Rise glorious at the judgment day. 


‘O let my soul on thee repose, 
And may sweet sleep mine eyelids close ; 
Sleep that shall me more vigorous make 
To serve my God when I awake ! 






























FOURTH SUNDAY. 


® 
Luke vy. 83——When Simon Peter saw ij, he fell down 
at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from me, for Iam 
a sinful man, O Lord. 


TO communicate those heavenly instruc- 
tions, which God his father commissioned 
him to deliver, with greater ease to himself 
and superior accommodation to the numerous 
audience which the fame of his benevolent 
character had assembled, Jesus Christ stations 
himself.in a vessel near the shore. Probably, 
in part to remunerate the owners of the vessel 
by supplying their wants, and enabling them 
to afford refreshment and comfort to others ; 
and partly with a view to support and spread 
still further his rising reputation, as a “‘ proph- 
et mighty in word and deed,” he performs a 
most beneficent and seasonable miracle. What 
these poor fishermen had been unable to effect 
in the course of a long and toilsome night, he 
instantly causes to be accomplished,  filli 
their nets with a most plentiful and valuable 
draught of fishes, and hereby making mutual 
joy and congratulation succeed to the gloom - 
of disappointed hopes and mortified expecta- 
tions. Simon Peter-and his companidns were 
impressed with a strong and deep sense of the 
greatness of our Lord’s character, as well as 
charmed with the gracious and seasonable 
act of goodness which they had just experien- 
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ced. Justly apprehending at the same time, 
that he who was invested with so much power 
in one imstance, was equally qualified to ex- 
hibit other displays of the same attribute, Si- 
mon Peter fell down at his feet, saying, De- 
part, &c. From this language it is by no 
means necessary to infer that he was a worse 
character than others ; that he had contracted 
more guilt, that he had more‘sins to lament, 
more evil habits to relinquish and repent of 
than other men. When beholding or hearing 
of any of the, wonderful or the awful opera- 
‘tions of Divine Power and Majesty, it is nat- 
ural and becoming for pious and upright men 
to consider who and what they are. Chris- 
tian piety and humility will lead them to recol- 
lect their .own insignificance in the sight of 
God ; to be deeply affected with a conscious- 
ness of their many imperfections, and to be 
truly penitent and contrite on account of their 
sins. Undex the influence of these disposi- 
tions and feelings, they will pray to God with 
holy fervour, that in the midst of surrounding 
judgments, either publick or private, he would 
remember mercy, according to the greatness 
of his forgiving love, and the reviving promis. 
es of the Gospel of his Son. 
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HYMN IV. C.M. 


“ea Dear Master, how can I réceive 
; Such miracles of grace ! 
I, still so apt to disbelieve,— 
a Distrustful too and base ! 


Thy power, so wond’rously display’d 
O’erwhelm’d my feeble heart, 

That trembling for myself—afraid— 
‘I, faithless, said “ depart.” 


Thus argues diffidence and fear.— ‘ 
Let us such thoughts repress. 

Goodness is meant to draw us near, 
And mercy waits to bless. 


O Lord, thy bounties still bestow 
To satisfy our wants ; 


~ And still may we more grateful grow 
For what thy favour grants ! 











FIFTH SUNDAY. 


4 Cor. iv. 3.—-But with me it is a very small thing 
that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judge- 
5 
ment. 


AND so it ought to be—so it will be with 
every man of religious principle—with every 
man who. is engaged in what he deems the 
cause of God, of liberty, truth, and righteous- 
ness. The approbation of the great Parent of 
the universe, from whom every man receives 
his talents, and by whom his station is ap- 
pointed, will be the first object of his pursuit. 
The attainment of this is with him a consum- 
mation most devoutly to be wished. But are 
the sentiments and encouragement of men to 
be disregarded ? are their praise and appro- 
bation to be slighted or undervalued? They 
_ never were, they never will be, by any truly 
wise and good man. It will be the gratifica- 
tion and delight of his “heart, when plans 
which promote the comfort and improve the 
‘morals of his fellow-creatures are sanctioned 
by general approbation. Much more will he 
rejoice when their progress is aided, and their 
success facilitated by the union of the virtuous 
and enlightened benefactors of the world. 
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But does it not often happen that the most 
patriotick and excellent schemes are not only 
opposed and thwarted, but their advocates 
calumniated ?—that instead of honour and 
praise, they are loaded with obloquy? It is 
under such trying circumstances as these, that 
the resolution of the venerable apostle should 
become ours. With us, as with him, it should 
be a very small thing, not worth regarding, to 
be unfairly judged by men. Conscious of 
acting as faithful stewards in the eye of Om- 
niscience, the censures of the ignorant, the 
bigoted, the malevolent, and the interested, 
should be lighter than vanity. Weshould 
reflect, that the nature of things cannot be re- 
versed by artifice or misrepresentation ; that, 
though prejudice may obscure, it cannot 
extinguish the lustre of truth and rectitude ; 
and that what may be condemned at an earth- 
ly tribunal, will be more than acquitted at a 
superior one. Hence let every man learn to 
pay a sacred respect to the dictates of his own 
mind, and aspire to be enrolled among those 
who have ‘“ sought the praise of God, rather 


than the praise of men.” 
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HYMN Vy. 


I AM not much concern’d to hear 
What the uncharitable say, 
While I retain a conscience clear, 


Their harsh reproach brings no dismay. 


Opinion oft is incorrect,— 
For much partiality will blind ; 

And still Censoriousness suspect, 
What truth and candour cannot find. 


Let me, whate’er I speak or do, 
By rules of sacred prudence frame ; 
And such a righteous course pursue 


That none my life can justly blame. 


And ‘oh may Gop still keep me pure, 
And still my rectitude approve ; 
My name from slander vile secure, 


Or turn its scorn and hate to love ! 
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SIXTH SUNDAY. 


Remans xii. 18.—If it be possible, as much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably with ali men. 


EXCELLENT advice! worthy of pro- 
ceeding from the lips of a disciple and apostle 
of the Prince of Peace. Who, that has just 
ideas of human enjoyment, does not perceive 
where the foundation of it is to be laid ? 
Who, that would preserve unruffled the com- 
posure of his mind, does not see that this is 
the way to it? Who, that wishes his family 
and friends to live in harmonious and delight- 
ful intercourse with all about them, will not 
recommend this short but admirable rule of 
St. Paul? Whothen must not feel the im- 
portance of submitting to many acts of self-de- 
nial, for the sake of accomplishing an object 
so intimately connected with all that is most 
valuable in life ? But the apostle knew from 
observation and experience, how difficult it is 
to persuade men to practise what they ac- 
knowledge to be right. Highly desirable as it 
is to live in peace with all about us, how 


% greatly to be lamented is it, that we so often 


3% 
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find it to be impracticable ! “ If it be possi- 
ble,” therefore, we are to “live peaceably 
with all men.”? But do what he will, the sin- 
cere lover of peace cannot always succeed. 
Some will oppose his peaceable views and 
‘ intentions, from the influence of ungoverned 
passions ; others, from their love of contra- 
diction. Perhaps, a dislike to see others 
more easy and happy than themselves, has 
weight with some unamiable characters. And 
it is to be feared that there are not wanting 
persons who rise in their demands in the same 
proportion as they find others disposed to 
yield to avoid strife and contention. Upon 
such occasions the friend of peace may lawful- 
ly vindicate his fair claims, regardless of con- 
sequences. In all cases where we can look 

up tothe great Searcher of hearts and say, 
~ © As much as in us lieth,” by every kind 
and conciliatory mode of conduct, we have 
endeavoured to live in peace with all about 


«Ms,—we may be content. The sin, the folly, 


and the disgrace of contention, lie not at our 
door. In this world the joys of an approving 
conscience will be ours ; in the next, the re- 


-wards which await the peace -makers—the 
children of God. 
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HYMN VI. L. M. 


# : O Gop, our father and our king, ” 
; Of all we have, or hope, the spring, 
Send down thy spirit from above 


And warm our hearts with heavenly love ! 


May we from every act abstain 

That hurts or gives our neighbour pain, 
And every secret wish suppress 

That would abridge his happiness. 


Still may we feel our hearts inclin’d 
To act the friend to all mankind; . 
Still seek their safety, health, and ease, 
Their virtue and eternal peace. 


4 [With pity may our breast o’erflow 
te When we behold a wretch in woe ; 
And bear a sympathizing part 

a With all who are of heavy heart.] “ 


Let love in all our conduct shine, ‘_ 
ae An image fair, though faint of thine : 
a Thus may we his disciples prove 

Who came to manifest thy love. 






























. SEVENTH SUNDAY. 


2 Cor. i. 12.——For our rejoicing is thiseethe testimo- 
uy of our consciences. 


A TREASURE this, ye venerable and 
holy men, which neither wealth can purchase, 
nor power command, nor honours confer, and 
of which bonds and imprisonment cannot de- 
Ppriveyou. “But who are the happy and the 
enviable possessors of it? Men of principle, 
of imtegrity, of. disinterested benevolence. 
With them, a conviction of duty is the strong- 
est obligation, and the hope of pleasing God 
and benefiting their fellow-creatures a most 
glorious and animating reward. Such char- 
acters were the apostles of Christ. After the 
example of their great Master, whose meat 
and drink it was to do good, they were inde- 
fatigable in labours, unwearied under difficul- 
ties, and intrepid amidst dangers, Their no- 
ble object was to enlighten, reform, and im- 
prove their fellow-creatures ; and their rejoic- 
img was this,—the testimony of their con: 
sciences that they were acting right. They 
were conscious that they were employed in a 
most honourable and important cause. They 
re confident that the candid and the liberal, 
le worthy and the good, would applaud and 
encourage their exertions, They felt assured 
of an interest in the friendship of. him, whose 
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~ pious and holy zeal animated all their exer- 
tions. They looked forward with joyful ex- 
, pectation to that grand and illustrious period, 
when the benefactors of mankind and the 
friends of religion. would be advanced to sta- 
tions of more dignified ’ activity and enjoy- 
ment. Then faithful prophets and. zealous. 
apostles shall receive a reward, corresponding 
to their exalted characterand eminent servi- 
ces. And what joy is to be put in competi- 
tion with this ? what testimony to be compa- 
red with that of conscience ? . In a righteous 

* and good cause, let the world misrepresent 
and say all manner of evil against us. If it 

_ be falsely ; if our Conscience testify in our 
_ fayour, we may set the world at defiance. 
_ God is for us, and who can be against ws to 


“ 7 injure us ? 


a 


Ge 


HYMN VIL CC. M. 


“ Tuoven frightful snares beset me round - 
a And threatening billows roll ; 
4 Though scandal and reproach abound, 


To vex my weary soul; 


ee A conscience pure can testify 
a My heart to be sincere ; 
a Presumption and hypocrisy 


All hateful still appear. . 
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My feet have kept the path divine, 
Though sinners did entice, 

Nor do I yet from thence decline 
To head the paths of vice. 


Gop’s word I treasure up and prize 
Beyond all earthly good ; 

Compar’d with this, I may despise 
My necessary food. 


Censorious men who dwell at ease 
May proudly on me tread ; 

My Saviour whom I seek to please 
My righteous cause will plead. 


His righteousness I shat] behold 
Whose light springs frrom above ; 

And tried, I shall come forth as gold, 

To praise his wond’rous love. 
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EIGHTH SUNDAY. 


Acts vii. 60..—4nd he kneeled down, and cried withe 
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge ; 
and when he had said this, he fell asleep, 


IN this truly Christian frame of mind, who 
would not wish to close his eyes upon this 
terrestrial scene, upon its trials, labours, and. 
sufferings 2? The language, striking and in- 
structive in itself, is rendered still more so by 
its resemblance to that of Stephen’s great 
Master, whose spirit he appears to have im- 
bibed. Suspended on the cross, thus prayed 


the great Pattern, of ‘all that was sublime in 


devotion as well as excellent in conduct,— 
‘‘ Father, forgive’-them, for they, Know not 
what they. do,” This first martyr*to the 
cause of his crucified Master had been beari 


po gai 


ing 
a noble testimony to his unparalleled good- 
ness and worth. He had pictured in just and 
lively colours the guilt and wickedness of 


* those who had put him to.death. They were 


greatly exasperated—the more so, because 
they cou not repel.the charge. They man- 


~ ifested their resentment in every menacing and 


“7 .and his life. In the mean time this. 


insulting way. From insults they ded. 
to a\violent and fatal attack u MS person | 


man, probably"by way of preparing him: for 


3 the awful trial, had been favoured with a most 


animating vision. He had seen the glory of 
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God, and his exalted Master, the Son of 
Man, standing on the right hand of God. 
Thus cheered and supported, the affectionate 
disciple. beseeches his. Master to reg¢eive his 
departing breath. And then, after the pious 
example of the forgiving Lord of Christians, 
he entreats the God of heaven and earth not 
to lay the sin of his murderers to their charge. 
He wishes their barbarity to be imputed to 
ignorance, to prejudice, or to passion, or to 
any other cause which would extenuate their 
guilt. Like him, when we are about to leave 
our stations:here, let us show the power of 
our Christian principles,.by dying in love and 
peace with all men. 


a ¢ Qe 


HYMN VII. L. M. 


Bg rage and bitterness resign’d, 
Nor dark resentment cloud the mind ; 
Each rising passion sink to rest, 
And holy love rule all the breast. 


So cur Religion could control 

The hurried struggles of the soul—- 
Implor’d, in Stephen’s latest breath, 
Pardon for those who caus’d his death. 


- And thus the Lord of Christians taught, 
. Who peace and hope to rebels brought ; 
«“ Father, forgive,” the Saviour cried, 
And meekly bow’d hi§ head and died. 


‘This godlike spirit, Lord, bestow, 
Nor let us hate our bitterest foe ; 
“But may our whole example prove 
That we can pity too, and love. 






























































°%, 


$7 


of ; 

od. é NINTH SUNDAY. 

ate A 

his : Acts viii. 2——And devout men carried Stepfihen to his 
ous % | burtal, and made great lamentation over him. 
=e IT is gratifying to a believer in Christ, that 
the dignified manner in which Stephen closed 
> his eyes upon the world, was not suffered to 
d to pass without respectful and honourable no- 
Seg tice. These were those worthy followers of 
heir their common Master, who were neither 
cave afraid nor ashamed to take under their care 
ty his mangled body. They followed it to the 


grave, with those expressions of lamentation 
and sorrow which his holy life, valuable ser- 
vices, and magnanimous death required of the 
true friends of the church. Though his de- 
liverance from the rage of his cruel and bloo- 
dy persecutors, was, on his own account, a 
_ subject of congratulation rather than of con- 
_. dolence ; yet the loss to the church and the 
+ cause of his divine Master justified a more 
~ than common regret. In like manner Chris- 

tians of the present day, firmly believing and 

devoutly rejoicing as they do, that the ways 
© of Providence, however mysterious, are al- 
* ways wise and benevolent ; supported also as 
2 they are, by the persuasion that the Divine 
 USeing can never be at a loss to raise up in- 
| Strumenis to carry on the sacred cause of 
__ truthand righteousness in the world ;—-may 
—— A, 
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very consistently mourn the loss of those who 
have been burning and shining lights in their 
day and generation. The sorrow which we 
express for the removal, and the tears which 
we shed over the graves of those who have 
eminently contributed to our respectability, 
usefulness, and comfort, instead of being of- 
fensive in the sight of God, are a sacrifice ac- 
ceptable and well-pleasing to him. They 
flow from an admiration and love of superior 
worth and goodness, and are a natural and 
honourable tribute of veneration to the recol- 
lection of them. Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of those who have laboured 
_ with distinguished fidelity, zeal, and success, 

inthe glorious work of redeeming their fel- 

low-creatures from iniquity, and encouragin 
them to become the “ salt of the earth, na 
the light of the moral world.” A time is fast 
approaching, when even those who have re- 
proached and persecuted such eminent ser- 
vants of Ged, shall be covered with shame 
and everlasting contempt; unless, like St. 
- Paul, they have repented of their wickedness, 
and prayed to God to create in them a new 
and a better heart. In this case, happy will 
be the meeting of both in the world of glory, 
and the presence of their exalted Saviour ; 
for, to use the words of the excellent Dr. 
Doddridge, ‘‘ It is delightful to think, that 
the martyr Stephen, and Saul, that barbarous 
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> persecutor (afterwards his brother. both in 
r , faith and martyrdom,) are now joined in bonds 
e ' of everlasting friendship, and dwell together 
h _ in the happy company of those who (by simi- 
e lar sufferings) have washed their rebes and 
Y; made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
f- + 
A HYMN IX. C. M. 
cy wae aks 
or Now, let religion give relief,— 
nd Let all our tears be dry ; 
“y Why should those eyes be drown’d in grief, 
he . Which view a Saviour nigh ! 
red Though valued friends im death repose, 
SS, The aged and the young ; 
fel- The watchful eyes in darkness close, 
ing And mute the instructive tongue : 

¥ , 
raed Yet our almighty friend survives, 

re. New comfort to impart ; 

ser- His promis’d presence, too, revives, 
ame And animates the heart. 

St. To him, when earthly helpers die, 

ess, We freely may repair ; 

new And with a cheering hope rely 

oy Upon his guardian care. 

ory, 

ad ‘ ~ Arm’d with his help the weak are strong, 

Dr. And this is all our trust : 

that O may it prove our children’s song 


When we are laid in dust ! 





















































4 


TENTH SUNDAY. 
Philemon i. 1.— Paul, a prisoner for Jesus Christ. 


AND yet, O venerable apostle, thy char- 
acter was more respectable, and thy situation 
more happy, than that of thy persecutors, not 
excepting Nero on his imperial throne: 
Thou knewest that thou hadst been acting a 
most conscientious, disinterested, and useful 
part. ‘l’heu wast conscious of having, at the 
commanding voice of Jesus and of truth, re- 
-nounced thy Jewish prejudices. Thou knew- 
est that, by the exhibition of rational evidence, 
thou didst become a follower of the meek and 
lowly Saviour, and an intrepid propagator of 
the Christian faith, Thou wast conscious 
that, instead of contmuing te indulge some of 
the worst and most malignant passions to- 
wards the disciples of Jesus, thou hadst been 
a fellow-labourer with them in the Gospel of 
love and peace. ‘Thou wast nobly conscious 
of having taken a very active and distinguish- 
ed part in making men wise unto salvation, 
through the faith of which thou once wast a 
zealous persecutor. Thou hadst a joyful 
conviction of having an interest in the friend- 
ship of thy exalted Master. Thou didst en- 
tertain a firm and delightful expectation that, 
_ when the chief Shepherd shall appear, thy 

- name would be found recorded with merited 
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honour in the Lamb’s book of life. Neithet 
bonds nor imprisonments, therefore, could 
move thy steadfast and virtuous purpose to 
spend and be spent in the sacred cause of the 
Gospel. And truly thy courageous and mag- 
nanimous conduct has» made, and will con- 
tinue to make, a deep and powerful impres- 
sion in favour of that religion for the defence 
of which thou art now a prisoner. We will 
venerate thy character. We will in our hum- 
ble stations contend earnestly for the same 
precious faith, We will imitate thy living 
and thy dying spirit. We will hope, and 
trust, and rejoice that, if we be called to suffer 
with thee, we shall be glorified with thee and 
thy beloved friend Philemon in the presence 
of our exalted Saviour. 


HYMN X. LL.M. 


There is a glorious world on high, / 
Resplendent with eternal day ; 

Faith views the blissful prospect nigh, 
And God’s own word reveals the way, 


There shall the seryants of the Lord 
With never fading lustre shine ; 


A* 
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Surprizing henour ! large reward ! 
Conferr’d on man by love divine. 


How happy then the truly wise, 
Who learn and keep the heavenly road ! 
How happy they whom heaven employs 
To turn rebellious men to God ! 


To win them from the fatal way 

Where erring felly thoughtless roves ; 
And that blest righteousness display, 

Which Jesus wrought and God approves ! 


The shining firmament shall fade, 

And sparkling stars resign their light ; 
But these shall know nor change nor shade, 
Forever fair, forever bright. 
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ELEVENTH SUNDAY. 


Rom. i. 16.—or Iam not ashamed fos the Gospel of 
- Christ. 


A MORE impartial and competent judge 
of its nature, tendency, arid effects, there can- 
not be.—From experience, thou venerable 
apostle of Christ, couldst thou say how admi- 

-rably calculated it is “‘ to open the eyes of 
men, and to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, that 
they may receive forgiveness of sins, and in- 
heritance among them that are sanctified.” 
Imprest with the dignity and importance of 

the part which in a miraculous manner thou 

"wast appointed to take, in promoting the re- 

; formation and happiness of the world, thou 

“hast borne a most noble and intrepid testimony 

"to the cause of God. No sooner wast thou 

convinced, that Jesus Christ, was the autho- 
rized messenger of God to men, the promised 

3 > Messiah, than, with holy alacrity and indefati- 

- ¥ gable zeal, thou didst assert and vindicate his 

a pretensions to this high and illustrious charac- 

“Ster. With disinterested benevolence didst 

q ou go from city to city, proclaiming the 

"glad tidings of salvation. 

* And is not this Gospel the same-yesterday, 

_ to-day, and for ever ?—Are the representa- 

a “tions of the providence of God less sublime 









































4.4. 


and. comfortable—the offers of forgiving mer- 
cy to sinners, less gracious and encouraging ? 

Are the doctrines of the resurrection of the 
dead, a future judgement and everlasting life, 
less calculated to impress, affect and improve, 
all our hearts ?—Is not the character of Christ 
a combination of all the excellencies which 
the most perfect human character can possess? 
—Does it not claim the veneration, love, and 
attachment, of all his followers ?—Are not 
the virtues which we are required to exercise ; 
the duties we are commanded to practise, 
such as will render us best satisfied with our- 
selves ?—Are they not calculated to -make us 
truly amiable-and useful in all the social and 
relative connections of life ?—Are not the 
sincere professors of the Gospel of Christ con- 
fessedly the excellent of this earth ? And does 
any one doubt, that they will occupy the 
most distinguished, and honourable stations in 
the regions of glory ?. After the example of 
St. Paul, then,—equally convinced by the ev- 
idences, and alike interested in the glorious 
promises, of revelation,—let each of us say, 


*¢ J am not and will not be ashamed of. the q : 


Gospel of Christ.” 
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HYMN XL L.M. 


r- 
2 7 Jesus, and shall it ever be, ; 
ne A mortal man asham’d of thee ! 
ie, 3 Asham’d of thee whom angels praise, 
e, Whose glories shine through endless days ! 
ch Asham’d of Jesus ! sooner far 
35? Let evening blush to own a star ; 
nd He sheds the beams of light divine 
not On this benighted soul of mine. 
ae 5 Asham’d of Jesus ! just as soon 
SC, Let midnight be asham’d of noon ; 
ar ’Tis midnight with my soul till he, 
us Bright morning star, bid darkness flee. 
and. | 
the “= Asham’d of Jesus ! that dear friend 
:on- 5 On whom my hopes of heaven depend ! 
loes 2 No ; when I blush, be this my shame 
the 4 That I no more revere his name. 
* * : Asham’d of Jesus ! yes I may 
* “ 4 When I’ve no guilt to wash away. 
= a No tear to wipe, no good to crave, 
IOUS Gee 
7 No fears to quell, no soul to save. 
say, 
f the © 4 Till then—nor is my boasting vain— 


Till then, I boast a Saviour slain ! 
And oh may this my glory be 
That Christ is not asham’d of me ! 
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TWELFTH SUNDAY. 


; . igh aaa LY 
4 Ata age 
ee a ee ee Oh ee ae ss 
>on Py Sit take 215, Son A te a i 
‘ 
on 


2 Tim. iv. 10.—For Demas has forsaken me, having 
loved the firesent world. 


a. 


S 

TO-a mind of sensibility, the loss of a c 
friend is at all times painful; the loss of an t 
old friend doubly so; and in a season of adver- r 
sity, it is often exquisitely distressing. Judye U 
then, what must have been the feelings, what S 


kindly treated by him. Happy would it be, 
were those, who for a time have been induced 
to walk no more with Christ, to return to the 
support of his cause with renewed ardour and 
zeal! ‘The cause assigned by Paul of the 
temporary departure of Demas, was his love 
of the world, of its good opinion or protection. 
Are the followers of Christ then to lead a life 
of perpetual mortification 2 Are they to do 
violenice to all the amiable, social, and friendly 
propensities of their nature? By no means. 


the sufferings of the venerable apostle, now i 
imprisoned at Rome. Demas had been a p 
companion of his labours, and a partaker of h 
his sufferings. And though he did not apos- O 
tatize from the Christian religion, yet a view a 
to his own safety induced him to disregard - 
the advice of him who had probably been his —— ¥ 
father in Christ. In justice to his character, = tl 
it must be mentioned that he afterwards joined @ is 
the apostle, was affectionately received and | C 
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There is a love of the world which is inno- 
cent, which is laudable, and which will be an 


aha HY OS See 





_ offering acceptable and well-pleasing to God. 
~ ‘There is also a love of the world, which is 
sinful and ruinous to the character and peace 
of him who gives way to it. Every attachment 
| becomes culpable, when it is not regulated and 
restrained by the nature and value of the object 
upon which it is fixed. The unrestrained pur- 
_ suit of worldly wealth, or honour, or fame, or 
; influence, leads to a criminal disregard of 
principles, friends, and connexions. What 
f havock does it make of the sweetest pleasures 
‘. of life! Whata fruitful souree of all those 
y anxious and tormenting passions which poison 
d _ the cup of our enjoyment! In the love of the 
is. world, men too often sink the principles and 
r, _ the spirit of their religion. The doom of such 
Jd is as awful as it is certain. If they ‘ deny 
id Christ, he will deny them.” : 
ec, 
he = | 
nd | HYMN XII. C. M. 
he a | 
ve Why should the world’s alluring toys 
yn. Detain our hearts and eyes; 
ife Regardless of immortal joys 


And strangers to the skies ! 
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These transient scenes will soon decay, 
They fade upon the sight ; 

And quickly will their brighter day a 
Be lost in endless night. 
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Their brightest day ! alas, how vain ! a 


With conscious sighs we own ; 
Whilst clouds of sorrow, care, and pain, 
O’ershade the smiling noon. 
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i , @ could our thoughts and wishes fly be 
Above these gloomy shades, 

To those bright worlds beyond the sky 
Which sorrow ne’er-invades ! 


Or reason’s feeble ray, 
In ever blooming prospect rise 
a Unconscious of decay. 
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Lord, send a beam of light divine 
To guide our upward aim, 
With one reviving ray of thine 
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es Our languid hearts inflame. » 
O 

Then shall on faith’s sublimest wing b. €r 

Our ardent passions rise gt 

To those bright realms where pleasures spring ot 





Immortal in the skies. 
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: 2 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY. 


John xi. 23.—Jesus said unto her, Thy brother shall 
rise again. 





- IT is impossible for a person of religious 
feeling to peruse the tender and instructive 
events, which are recorded in this chapter, 
without being deeply interested in them. 
_. That verse which has been just read, contains 
_  adoctrine of unspeakable value and impor- 
_ tance. None but a person divinely commis- 
sioned, and on that account conscious of his 
own pre-eminent dignity, would have deliver- 
edit. To us, who believe that he who gave 
_ this comfortable assurance to the weeping sis- 
_ ters of his departed friend, can and will fulfil 
_ his promise of restoring all the virtuous and 
- to each others endearing and improving 
_ society, the idea must be particularly delight- 
ful and animating. 
~~. Amore pleasmg and improving spectacle 
-. our world does not present, than the children 
> of intelligent and pious parents, living togeth-” 
® er in harmony and love. It is their highest 
gratification to allure and to encourage each 
other in the good ways and the religious hab- 
_~ its, in which they have been brought up. The 
» = cxalted pleasure and satisfaction which these 
-— impart, experience has united with parental 
a 5 
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instruction in leading them to value above < 
worldly wealth or literary fame. Young per- a @6ilo 
sons, who are unhappily strangers to such ad- — hi 
vantages, sentiments and feelings, can scarcely > m 
imagine the strong and endearing ties by |= ~~ of 
which they are bound to each other. Their = to 
affection resembles that of the holy Saviour of = jo 
the world for his beloved apostle and friend, fo 
who has given us such exquisitely tender . m 
strokes of his Master’s character. Now, can 7, Wi 
we conceive a more painful and heart-rending - ™ 
event, than the stroke which separates the da: 
amiable and happy members of such a family ne: 
cirele ? And under the loss of a most kind and thi 
excellent brother, how can his surviving rela- “act 
tives, his mourning sisters, be so effectually ply 
consoled, as by the invaluable assurance and > use 
promise of Jesus Christ, ‘‘ Thy brother shall @ rev 
', -xise again!” In this connexion I recollect, Sor 
i and presume that I shail afford pleasure to my © tak 
readers by transcribing, an eloquent passage _ and 
from the pen of a late celebrated preacher, oc- _ mt 
casioned by the loss of a bcloved and excellent rest 
brother. ' oq last 
__ * Roll on, yedestined ages, till the plans of 5 Our 
Providence are all fulfilled. . At length the - 
wit 


morning of the resurrection will dawn, when 
the sea shall give up its prey, and the dead 
shall rise incorruptible. Happy period! con- 
summation most devoutly to be wished ! 
‘Then shall I meet in perfect glory a much. 
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loved and long-lamented brother ; the stay of 
his father’s house, the comfort of his widowed 
mother, my counsellor and example in youth; 
of whom the devouring waves were permitted 
to bereave us, at the instant that we were re- 
joicing in hope to welcome his return from 
foreign lands, full of honour and rich in aceu- 
mulated treasures of learning, cloquence, and 
wisdom, So it seemed good in thy sight, 
mysterious unerrmg Ruler! ‘‘ Clouds and 
darkness are round about thee, but righteous- 
ness and judgement are the habitation of thy 
throne.”—-When such inestimable men,are, 
according to human apprehension, premature- 
ly removed from their stations of honour and 
usefulness, no consolation is so soothing and 
reviving to the wounded and affectionate bo- 
som, as that they shall rise again. Having 
taken an everlasting farewell of sickness, pain, 
and sorrow—having enjoyed a grateful repose 
in the grave consecrated by him, who is the 
resurrection and the life—at the sound of the 
last trumpet, they shall awake in the full vig= 
our of their intellectual and moral powers ; 


> and an immortal existence shall be crowned 


with “* joys unspeakable and full of glory.” 
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HYMN XII. C. M. 


WueEn pious Lazarus slept in death, 
A friend to Jesus dear ; 

_ Jesus, the man of sorrows, sigh’d 
And dropt the tender tear. 





We too the tears of grief may shed 
O’er pious friends remov’d ; 

Mourn when the world has lost a saint 
By his great Lord approv’d. 


But, mourners, hear,—’tis faith now speaks, 

» “ Why should ye longer weep ? 

“ Know that the friends whose loss you feel 
“ In Jesus sweetly sleep. 


“ Know that the time ere long shall come, 
* Blest birth-day of the just ! 
« When Christ triumphant shall return 


« And wake the slumbering dust. : 
‘© Himself as the first fruits arose, 7 
« And hence the lively hope ; o 


& Hence the sweet earnest which assures : P 
“The full and ripen’d crop. a 


“ His power shall change the viler clay, 
. A glorious form to wear ; J 
. His body shall the pattern be, i 
« And their’s the image fair.” 
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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY. 


Luke iv. 16.—4nd he came down to Nazareth, where ; 
he had been brought uf ; and as his custom was, 
he went into tie Synagogue on the sabbath day. 


THERE is no view in which the character 
of Christ can be justly. contemplated without’ 
admiration or gratitude. At one time we see 
it distinguished by the most exalted piety, and 
at another by the most enlarged benevolence ; 
and sometimes we observe the union of both 
in the same action. Of the truth of these re- 
marks, the words prefixed to them seem to 
furnish an honourable and pleasing proof. 
After our holy Master had taught with uni- 
versal admiration and applause in the other 
synagogues of Galilee, he came to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up. “Here, as his: 
custom was, and according to his established 
habits and fixed principles, he went into the 
synagogue every sabbath, to join in honour- 
ing the God of Israel, and to. show his reve- 
rence for those heavenly and venerable writ- 
ings, parts of which were publickly read in the 
course of the service, and part of which. he 
himself read. ae: 

Whether it be a meré ‘assumption, or whe- 
ther it be not a fair and reasonable inference, 
is left to liberal and candid Christians of all 
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persuasions, that the example and conduct of 
‘our great Lord and Master furnish a strong 
argument in favour of the publick institutions 
of religion. And upon whom of his follow- 
ers should it not deeply and powerfully im- 
press the importance of regularly uniting with 
some society of Christians in the publick wor- 
ship of our Maker ? However wise or learn- 
ed any may be ; whatever honourable or use- 
ful stations they may fill ; to whatever valua- 
ble and important objects their time and tal- 
ents may be devoted ; whatever attainments 
they may have made in religious knowledge ; 
or how regular soever they may have been in 
the performance of Christian duties ; the obli- 
gations of an attendance upon the publick 


Be. worship of God cannot besuperseded. ‘‘ The 


disciple must not presume to be above his 
Lord, nor the servant above his Master.”’ 

If then he, all whose thoughts, words, and 
actions were imbued with a spirit of pure and 
sublime devotion, and who frequently dedica- 
~ ted the hours usually appropriated to rest, to 
its holy and improving exercises; if he 
thought it right or necessary to bear his testi- 
mony to the importance and excellence of the 
worship of God, upon what pretences shall 
any of his followers decline it ? 

If to celebrate the eternal wisdom, power, 
and. goodness of the Creator of the world ; if 
to noe forth his most worthy praise ; if to 
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recount his innumerable and daily mercies ; 
if to ask his heavenly direction and assistance, 
and to rely on his heavenly support and con- 
solation ; if to strengthen and perfect the 


principles of love and Eo which glowed | 


in his bosom ; if to express his reverence for 
the writings of Moses and the prophets ; if 
such were the practice and the delight of our 
Saviour, how can any who profess to admire 
and follow his example be justifiable without 
going and doing likewise ? Let such as allow 
these sentiments to be just, and these reflec- 
tions accordant with their own feelings, and 


believe them to be sanctioned by the opinions ~ 


and practice of most of the worthy and good 
of all ages ; let such servants of God ger 
resolve, 


‘* That in his churches to appear, 
And pay their humble worship there, 
Shall be their sweet employ : 
The day that saw their Saviour rise, 
Shall dawn on their delighted eves, 
With every sacred joy.” 
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HYMN XIV. Sevens.. 


Lorp of Hosts, how lovely fair, 
E’en on earth thy temples are ! 
There thy waiting people see 
Much of heaven, and much of thee. 





' 
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From thy gracious presence flows 
Bliss that softens all our woes ; 
While thy Spirit’s holy fire 
Warms our hearts with pure desire. 


There we supplicate thy throne, 
There thou mak’st thy glories known ; 
There we learn thy righteous ways, 
Taste thy love and sing thy praise. 


Thus on themes of holy joy 
We our lives would still employ ; di 
Love, and long to love thee more, 
Till from earth to heaven we soar. 
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY. 


Luke vii. 5.——For he loveth our. nation, and has built 
us a synagogue. 


IN whatever other respects the sentiments 
of the Roman centurion, here referred to, 
might be erroneous, or his conduct culpable, 
the tender concern which he manifested for a 
faithful and beloved servant is calculated to 
raise him in our estimation. Let the station 
in life which a man fills be what it may, 
whether elevated or obscure, whether honour- 
able or mean,—-the strict and conscientious 
discharge of its duties should secure the es- 
teem of men, as it infallibly will the approba- 
tion of the unerring Judge and munificent 
Rewarder of unassuming merit. 

It is an amiable and interesting, as welt as a 
rare and uncommon circumstance mentioned 
at the head of these remarks, that, though the 


- centurion was a Gentile, he had a great regard 


for the nation which was honoured with pecu- 
lar marks of God’s favour, and manifested 
his attachment by building them a synagogue 
at his own expense. 

The history of the Church, in aficient or in 
modern times, will not, it is presumed, fur- 
nish many such instances of disinterested lib- 
erality and zeal. Well might the elders of 
the Jews immediately listen to his request, 


38 


and, in terms of gratitude and admiration, re- 
mind Jesus Christ, that he had shown the ar- 
dour of his love for their nation by building 
them a synagogue. 

To build temples, or to endow churches, 
where the worship of God is conducted, and 
the doctrines of religion preached, in conform- 
ity to our own ideas, suits the circumstances 
of few, and would gratify the feelings of a stilt 
smaller number. 

Whom then are we justified in considering 
as true patriots and genuine philanthropists ? 
Not those who are loud and clamorous for 
any one particular sect, while they disparage 
and calumniate every other. Those appear 
to have the fairest claim to this truly honour- 
able and estimable character, who endeavour, 
by their influence and example, to support and 
encourage the publick institutions of religion. 
No trifling differences of sentiment, as to doc- 
trine or discipline, will damp the ardour of 
their pious and practical zeal. To such en- 
lightened and virtuous Christians, it will ap- 
pear of the greatest importance, that the chil- 
dren of the poor and the uneducated should 
be taught ‘‘ to believe in God; to fear him 
and love him with all their heart and soul, and 
mind and strength ; to worship him, to give 
him thanks, to put their whole trust in him, to 
call upon him, to honour his holy name and 
word, and to serve him truly all the days of 
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their lives.” It will indeed be the golden age 
of the Christian church, when all its professors 
shall be led to see and to acknowledge, that 
“to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with God,” are the most valuable 
parts of every religious system, 


HYMN XV. 


Be it my only wisdom here, 

To serve the Lord with filial fear, 
With loving gratitude ; 

Superior sense may I display 

By shunning every evil way, 
And walking in the good. 


O may I still from sin depart, . 
A wise and understanding heart 
O Lord, to me be given ; 
And let me through thy Spirit know, 
How thee to glorify below, 
And find my way te heaven ! 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY. 


Luke vil. 13.—.4nd when the Lord saw her, he had 
compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 


FROM day to day, and from place to 
place we find the benevolent Friend of Men 
going about doing good. After, on one day, 
restoring a valuable and beloved seryant, who 
lay at the point of death, to his worthy and 
excellent master, 2 Roman centurion at Ca- 

rnaum, we find him the next day at a city 
called Nain. Here a truly melancholy and af- 
fecting, but, in this world of trouble and sor- 
row, no uncommon scene presented itself. 
As he approached the gates of the city, “a 
dead man was carried out, the only sen of his 
mother, and she was a widow; and much 
people of the city was with her.”” Accord- 
“ig to the custom of the Jews, he was to be 
buried in some convenient place without the 

tes of the city: a practice this, which is 
worthy of the imitation of Christians ; as it is 
by no means less respectful to the memory of 
our departed friends, and not likely to be -in- 
jurious to the living. 

The mother of the present victim of death 
had, it seems, before lost her protector and 
friend ; and it was the appointment of a mys- 
terious but all-wise Providence, that she 
should be called, as many other good persons 
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continually are, to another trial of her faith in 
God, and trust in his goodness. She lost her 
only son, to whom she probably with fond 
anxiety looked, as likely to supply his father’s 
place, and to render the evening of her life 
comfortable and happy. But: such. appears 
not to have been the will of him, who is the 


‘God and Friend of the widow. Her son 


might, as many otherpious and virtuous young 
persons have been, be taken from the evil to 
come : he might be removed from calamities 
and sufferings, which would have wrung his 
kind mother’s heart with anguish. "That 
both the mother and son had, by their general 
demeanour, conciliated the esteem and secur- 
ed the friendship of their neighbours and ac- 
quaintance, evidently appears from the num- 
ber of persons who sympathized with her, 
and united in paying the last mournful tribute 
of respect to the one, to sooth the sorrows and _ 
to cheer the heart of his surviving parent. 

No sooner did’ this tender. and interestin 
scene present itself before that kind Master, 
who in all the afflictions of his friends and fol. 
lowers was afflicted, than sentiments of com- 
passion and sympathy spontaneously arose in 
his heart. In language, » and with looks of 
corresponding cacious goodness, he 
said to her, “ Weep not. Your sorrow shall 
soon be turned to. ioe. ”» Tn the same unso- 
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licited and pleasing manner, let us, as the fol- 
lowers of such a Master, be ever ready to do 
good, satisfied with the approbation of our 


ewn minds, and hoping for the acceptance of 
that Being who “‘ looketh not at the outward 
appearance, but who looketh at the heart.” 


ee ee a 


HYMN XVI. C. M. 


Ye mourning friends, whose streaming tears 
Flow o’er your children dead, 

Say not in transports of despair 
That all your hopes are fied. 


While cleaving. to that darling form 
In fond distress ye lie, 

Rise, and with joy and reverence view 
A heavenly parent nigh. 


Though your young branches torn away, 
Like wither’d trunks ye stand ; 

With fairer verdure shall ye bloom 
‘Fouch’d by the Almighty’s hand. 


4 T’ll give the mourner, saith the Lord, 
In mine own house a place ; 

No names. of daughters and of sons 
Could yield so high a grace. 


Transient and vain is every hope 
A rising race can give ; 

In endless honour and delight 
My children all shall live.” 


We welcome, Lord, those rising tears 

Through which thy face we see,— 
And bless those wounds which through our hearts 
Prepare a place for thee ! 
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY. 


Luke vii. 16—And there came a fear upon all: and 
they glorified God, saying, that a great profihet is 
risen ufi amongst us, and that God has visited his 
freopile. 


IMPRESSED, probably, with the fame of 
our Lord’s character, and struck with the dig- 
nity and tenderness which accompanied his 
address to the mourning mother of the young 
man whom they were conveying to the grave, 
the bearers stoed still. From circumstances 
not mentioned, it is likely that they oon 
a fresh display. of the almighty power of God, 
a new proof of the condescending goodness of 
Christ ; nor were they disappointed. Jesus 
Christ, with an authority and ‘manner which 
must have excited the admiration even of 
those who had heard of what he had done in 
the other cases, said: ‘‘ Young man, I say 
unto thee, Arise :”? ‘and no sooner were the 
words spoken, than the “ dead obeys the voice 
of the Son of God :”’ he sat up and began to 
speak and converse in his usual manner, as 
though death had had no dominion over him. 
To complete this delightful and instructive 
scene, the tender and compassionate Jesus 
delivers him to his lately distressed, but now 
rejoicing mother. That a religious fear, a 
reverential awe, should be produced in the - 
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bosoms of the beholders, was a very natural 
and desirable effect of what had just taken 
place. Who of us would not have felt senti- 
ments of devout reverence springing up in our 
minds, leading us to glorify God, who had 
given such power unto men, and to infer that 
the prophet, who was authorized to restore the 
dead to life, must enjoy, in a peculiar and 
distinguished manner, the favour and assist- 
ance of the great Lord of Nature ? 

From this beneficent miracle of our great 
Master, how natural and comfortable is the 
reflection, that he, who during the days of his 
ministry restored one dead son to his weeping 
mother, will fulfil his promise ; that on the 
morning of the resurrection he will present an 
innumerable and happy multitude of affection- 
ate and beloved relatives and friends to each 


_- other’s embraces in the mansions of the just ! 


When the companions of this young man, at 
the command of Jesus, heard the same pleas- 
ing sounds which they had thought would 


salute their ears no more in this world; and 


‘when they beheld the same expressions of 


love and affection beaming from his eon 
nance, their surprise was doubtless min 
with gratitude and joy. Still greater the 
theirs must have been the exultation of the 


affectionate mother, at being able to address’ 


her neighbours and acquaintances in language 
which none but a parent’s heart can properly 
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appreciate : ‘‘ My son, who was dead, is alive 
again.” However, instructive and endearing 
the intercourse which now took place, we 
know that it could only be for a short time. 
Among the best and happiest characters, 
where parental and pious solicitude is crown- 
ed with the richest fruits of devout and duti- 
ful obedience, the earthly house of our taber- 
nacle must soon be hea down, The sacred 
pleasures of virtuous friendship must ere long 
be succeeded on one side, or perhaps on both “a 
by pain and sickness, by sorrow and by death. 
Yet the temporary restoration of this jouth to 
all the joys of domestick life, should lead the 
thoughts of a Christian forward to that new, 
and better, and immortal life; which shall 
commence when the trumpet of the archangel 
shall sound, and death be swallowed up in ev- 
erlasting victory. There pious parents and 
their pious offspring shall no more apprehend 
the pangs of separation, or dread the pains of 
dying. ‘Thanks be unto God, who giveth us 
this victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality to light ! Amen. 
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HYMN XVIL Cc. M. 


To calm the troubles. of the mind, 
Our-heavenly friend is nigh, 

To wipe the anxious tear that starts, 
Or trembles in the eye. 


Thou canst, when anguish rends the heart; 
.. The secret woe controul ; 
The inward malady canst heal, 

The sickness of the soul. 


Thou canst repress the rising sigh, 
Canst sooth each mortal care ; 
And. every deep and heart felt groan 

Is wafted to thine ear. 


Thy gracious eye is watchful still ; 
Thy potent arm can save 

From languor, danger, and disease,. 
And the devouring grave. 


Eternal source of life and health, 
And every bliss we feel ! 

In sorrow and im. joy to thee 
Our grateful hearts appeal. 
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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY. 


John xvii. 3.—And this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. 


MOST striking words of our divine Mas- 
ter himself !—They are part of the last inirmi- 
table specimen of sublime and affectionate de- 
votion which he presented to his Father for 
his beloved apostles. . While this verse forms 
part of the New Testament, those who. can 
neither admit three persons in the godhead, 
nor the equality of the Son of God with his. 
Father, need not to be ashamed of their creed. 
With modest confidence, and in the spirit of 
Christian love, may we. appeal to it ourselves, 
and teach our children todo the same! The 
authority whence it proceeded is high; the 
occasion on which it was delivered is solemn ; 
the language in which it is conveyed is nei- 
ther obscure nor ambiguous. And is the 
knowledge of God and of Christ life eternal ? 
Our Saviour says that it is. It is the best and 
most effectual means of becoming qualified 
for it. If so, the knowledge of the Scriptures 
should rise in our estimation, and that of all 
other writings should be held subordinate, 
should be made subservient to enlarge and 
merease our acquaintance with the Book of 
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God. It is to the honour of the present age, 
that the importance of this sentiment seems to 
be allowed by persons most competent to 
_ judge, from the native powers of their minds, 
the acquirements of solid learning, and the ac- 


complishments of polite literature, But how 
does the knowledge of God and of Christ es- 
sentially contribute to assist men in obtaining 
eternal life ?. Can we be convinced that the 
greatness of God is unsearchable, and not 
reverence him ? that his goodness endureth 
for ever, and not love him ? that his will is 
our happiness, and not obey him? Can we 
be convinced, that he is perfect in all which 
ean render him the object of our delightful 
and improving contemplation, and not strive 
to resemble him? Can we firmly believe 
that Jesus Christ came from the bosom of the 
Father ; that he was most intimately acquaint- 
‘ed with his Father’s eternal purposes of mer- 
cy for the salvation of men, and not receive 
with grateful hearts the heavenly doctrines 
which he has delivered ? Can we admire the 
gracious words which proceeded out of his 


lips, and not treasure them up in our.hearts, ~ 


and Jet them adorn and recommend gur daily 
conversation ? Can we view that bright con- 
stellation of virtues which his living and dying 
character exhibits, and not feel our bosoms 
glow with a sacred ardour to imprint their im- 
age in our own ? | 
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Can we, amidst the'snares of the world, un- 

der the sorrows of life, and in the prospect of 
leaving all which we love and value here, con- 
; template that immortal life of which his resur- 
| rection is the sacred and joyful pledge, and 


ene rs 


not resolve to “ die unto sin, and to live unto 
| God” : 

If, then, the knowledge of God and of 
Christ produces these natural and blessed ef- 
fects, what can we wish for more ? -It is the 
triumph of religion ; and the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding in this world, 
is the anticipation of eternal life m the next. 
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HYMN XVII L. M. 


In yain would boasting Reason find 
The way to happiness and God ; 
Her weak directions leave the mind 
Bewildered in a doubtful road. 


. Jesus, no other name but thine, 
Is given by everlasting love 

To lead our souls to joys divine ; 
No other name will God approve. 
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Eternal life thy words impart, 

On these my fainting spirit lives ; 
Diviner comforts cheer my heart 
Than all the power of nature gives. 
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To whom but thee shall mortals go 

To find the true and living way, 

That leads us through this world of woe 
To the bright realms of endless day ? 


Here let my constant feet abide, 
Nor from the heavenly way depart ! 
Let thy good spirit be my guide, 
Direct my steps and rule my heart. 


In thee, my great, almighty friend, 
My safety dwells and peace divine ; 
On thee alone my hopes depend, 
For life, eternal life is thine. 
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY. 


Mark vi. 20—For Herod reverenced. John, knowing 
that he wasta righteous and holy man, and frotect- 
ed him, and did many things, afier having heard 
him, and heard him gladly. — 


THE fame of our Lord’s miracles produ- 
ced various conjectures as to the performer of 
them. Some attributed them to Elijah, and 
some to anotherprophet. The fears of a guil- 
ty conscience immediately suggested to Her- 
od that it was John the Baptist, whom he had 


_at first unjustly imprisoned, and afterwards 


cruelly put to death. He had been justly 

reprimanded by this venerable and intrepid 
preacher of righteousness, for committing two 
heinous crimes, which strike at the root of all 
conjugal and domestick happiness. Instiga- 
ted by the depraved partner of his forbidden 
pleasures, he causes this holy and good man 
to be apprehended. And here, perhaps, he 
intended and hoped to have stopped ; for he 
appears to have rejected the first solicitations 
of Herodias to inflict death upon Aim, whose 
faithful friendship deserved to be rewarded 
with every mark of grateful attachment. The 
reason why this woman, who appears. to have 
been lost'to.all sense of duty, tenderness, and 
modesty, did not succeed in her bloody pur- 
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pose, is given by the evangelist : ‘‘ For Her- 
od reverenced John,” &c. 

The excellent instructions, the admirable 
and suitable advice, which the sacred _ histori- 
an Luke, in his third chapter, represents this 
illustrious forerunner of our holy Master to 
have delivered, stamp a dignity upon his char- 
acter. They also justify the conclusion, that 
he received his commission from Heaven, and 
was worthy to introduce that burning and 
shining light, who was more eminently to 
bless the world. Probably, on account of the 
pure and seasonable morality which he had 
impressively inculcated upon the different de- 
scriptions ef persons who came to him, and 
also on account of the merited, though severe 
reproof, which his own flagrantly criminal be- 
haviour had drawn from his lips, Herod 
reverenced John. as a righteous and holy man. 
For it cannot be doubted that his conscience 
approved the sentiments which the prophet of 
God uttered, and condemned the practice in 


which he allowed himself. Though in an 


alarming degree perverted and weakened, the 
principles of integrity and virtue still retained 
sufficient power and influence to restrain him 
from imbuing his hands in the blood of this 
eminent servant of God. By thus checking 
the impetuosity of rage in the companion of 
his crimes and guilt, both might be led to re- 
flect that the Almighty, for reasons always 
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wise, but often inscrutable by us, permits the 
evil passions of men to succeed to .a certain 
degree. ‘They might also be led to reflect, 
that he can restrain the remainder of their fu- 
ry, or cause it to issue in the ruin of the un- 
happy persons who have been led captive by 
them at their pleasure. 

Such appear to have been his veneration for 
the character, and such his conviétion of the 
propriety of John’s advice, that he took plea- 
sure in hearing him, and did. many things 
which he recommended for the recovery, of 
his integrity. But, alas! there was a sin 
which, having more easily beset, now more 
strongly enchained him... ... .... 

oe then how weak we. are, and how 
powerfu 








are the temptations of the world, let 
us flee from the first appearances of evil. 
Let us cherish that tenderness:of conscience, 
that virtuous sensibility, which is the best se- 
curity of our character and our happiness. 
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HYMN XIX. S. M. 


Gop who is just and kind 
Will those who err instruct, 


And to the paths of righteousness c: 
Their wanderirg steps conduct. ¢ 
The humble soul he guides, 


Teaches the meek his way ; 
Kindness and truth he shews to all 
Who his just laws obey. 


Give me the tender heart © . 
That mixes fear with love ; 

And lead me through whatever path 
Thy wisdom shall approve. 


Oh ! ever keep my soul 

From error, shame, and guilt ; 
Nor suffer the fair hope to fail ane 
That on thy word is built! “ « 
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’ looked for and unusual pleasure, the king. pro- 
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY. 


Mark vi. 29.—-And when his discifiles heard of it, they 
came and took uft his dead body, and laid it in a 
sefulchre. 


THE account given by the evangelist Mark 
of the character and guilt of Herod ; of the 
depraved, revengeful, and implacable conduct 
of Herodias ; of her daughter Salome ; of the 
unjust imprisonment and bloody execution of . 
God’s righteous and holy servant John,—is by 
far more circumstantial and animated than 
that of Matthew or Luke. It appears that the 
first proposals of Herodias for murdering the 
good man, who pointed out the enormous 
guilt of her criminal connexion with the bro- 
ther of her'living husband, were rejected by 
the’partner of her crime. A more favourable 
opportunity, however, soon presented itself 
for the gratification of her revengeful and de- 
testable purpose. 

_ At a feast given by Herod in celebration of 
his birth day, to his principal officers and the 
grandees of his. kingdom, the daughter of 
Herodias presented herself before them, and 
increased the enjoyments of the festivity by 
adding to the charms of a beautiful person the 
accomplishments of a fine dancer. Ina trans- 
port of admiration and gratitude for this un- 
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mised to give whatever she would ask, even if 
(in proverbial language) its value amounted to 
one half of his kingdom. Her mother, whom 
_she consulted upon the occasion, eagerly seiz- 
- ed the opportunity of effecting her wicked 
purpose, and urged her asking the head of 
God’s holy servant. 

An eminent Scripture critick observes, that 
her Coming back immediately with haste and 
igerness with the bloody demand, so contra- 
ry to the tenderness of the sex and unseason= 
able to the festivity of the day, shows what an 
exact agreement there was between the bar- 
barous temper of the mother and daughter, 
and strongly paints the fierceness of their mal- 
ice and the impatience of their thirst for the 
blood of the righteous Baptist. | 

The daughter obeys the command of her 
blood-thirsty mother ; and notwithstanding 
the grief of the king, he observes his oath, 





To gratify his guests, who, courtier-like, were | 


_ probably loud and clamorous to please a wick- 
ed woman, he issued the infamous order ; 
and, according to the established custom of 
the times, the head of the prophet was sooh 
brought in a large dish, and delivered from 
one unfeeling female to another still more so. 
No sooner did his affectionate disciples hear 
of his death, than they came and:took the dead 
body of their master ; and, with all the rev- 
erence due to his valuable character and the 
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lamentation they felt for the loss of him, laid 
it in a sepulchre. ; 
From the various reflections which arise 
from every part of this affecting and mournful 
narrative, there is room for on@gonly ; and 
here I shall use the words of the eminently 
ious Dr. Doddridge. _—_ 
se How sy anette was _ that Providigiice 
which left the life of so holy a man in such 
infamous hands, and permitted it to be sacri- 
ficed to the malice of an abandoned harlot, to 
the petulance of a vain girl, and to the rash- 
ness of a foolish, perhaps an intoxicated prince, 
who made the prophet’s head the reward of a 
dance ! ‘The ways of God are unsearchable ! 
But we are sure that he can never be at a loss to 
repay his servants in another world, for the 
greatest sufferings they endure in this,and even. 
for life itself, when given up in his cause.” 


Ne? 


HYMN XX. C.M. 


Tyrants may rage with savage breath 
’Gainst truth’s imprison’d sons, ~ 

And _place the instruments of death 
Around their guilty thrones. 


t acai 
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Awhile their,madness may have way, 
Their impious deeds succeed ; 

Their murderous swords be rais’d to slay, 
And God’s own prophets bleed. 


But vain their efforts to subdue 
The cause which God defends ; 
From racks and flames it springs anew, 
“And wide its reign extends. 


Unaw’d by Herod’s power and frowns 
The holy Baptist stood, 

The just rebuke he dar’d pronounce, 
And seal’d it with his blood. 


Great God, if thou shouldst please to try 
Our faith with bonds and death, 

© let us not thy cause deny, 
But cheerful yield our breath ! 


, ‘@. 
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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY. 


Matthew xii. 20.4 druised reed shall he not break, 
and smoaking flawyshall he not quench, while he is 
bringing judgement unio victory. 


A VERY familiar, but beautifully expres-_ 
sive representation of the gentleness of our 
Lord and Master, and every circumstance 
tending to exalt and endear his character, will 
be recollected with pleasure by his pious fol- 
lowers. By both metaphors we are to under- 
stand, that the Divine Instructor of nien en- 
couraged the first symptoms of repentance 
and reformation, cherished the first appear- 
ances of every virtuous disposition, and wish- 
ed to fan the smallest sparks of goodness into 
a clear and bright flame. Judgment here be- 
ing the same word which is ‘used in the Old 
Testament for the statutes and commandments 
of God, we may understand by it the Gospel 
of Christ. Amidst all the calumny and oppo- 
sition of his enemies, amidst all the weakness- 
es and forgetfulness of his disciples, while he 
was laying a foundation for the future triumph 
and success of his religion, his temper and 
behaviour were uniformly mild and gentle. 
And who can open a page of the New Tes. 
tament, and say that this was not the case, that 
he did not merit the appellation of the Lamb 
of God ? 
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Sometimes indeed he noticed and reproved 
with great and deserved severity the artfully 
concealed hypocrisy and wickedness of the 
leading characters among the Jews ; but this 
was necessary to impress his enemies with awe, 
to vindicate his own pretensions, to show his 
inflexible determination to do his duty, and to 
encourage the humble and teachable to come 
and to learn of him, who was meek and lowly 
in heart. Among other instances of conde- 
scending goodness, may be mentioned the af- 
fectionate manner in which he took little chil- 
* dren in his arms, and commended them to the 
blessing of God. What kind and cheering 
words did he use to the penitent woman, whom 
the fame of his excellent and amiable qualities 
“brought to Simon’s house ; and how stronyly 
impressed must she have been with a convic- 
tion that he was the beloved Son of God, in 
whom he was always well pleased ! In this 
connexion, the gentle rebuke which he gave 
to his sleeping disciples, while he was suffer- 
ing an agony in the garden of Gethsemane ; 
and the affectionate and efficacious look which 
he directed towards Peter, who had shame- 
fully denied him ; are never to be forgotten. 
It will also be found, that the same kind spirit, 
of which he was a shining pattern, he success- 
fully laboured to infuse into the general char- 
acter of his apostles ; but which may be trac- 
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ed ina more distinguished manner, in him 
who was the bosom friend of Christ. 

Such, fellow-christians, was our Master ; 
and it was his delight to represent his Father 
who sent him, agente in compassion and 
goodness to the frail children of men. Let 
then no ignorant but well-meaning person be 
afraid to ask instruction at the footstool of 
God’s throne; no sinful person to implore 
pardon there ; and no humble and sincere 
penitent despair of being accepted. Let him, 
who in the path of duty secks the support 
which he wants, be assured of being upheld ; 
and him, who perseveringly aspires after the 
perfection which is the glory and happiness of 
man, with well-grounded confidence antici- 
pate his future dignity and reward. Rejoice 
then, and be exceeding glad, O all ye humble” 
and pious servants of your Maker ! 





** His ear is open to the softest cry, 

His grace descends to meet the lifted eye ; 
He reads the language of the silent tear, 
And sighs are incense from a heart sincere ; 
He marks the dawn of everpiyi : | 
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‘HYMN XX. C. M. 


Tvs saith the Lord, who built the heavens, 
And bid the planets roll ; 

Who peopled all the climes of earth, 
And form’d the human soul : 


“ Behold my servant, see him rise 
Exalted in my might ; 

Him have I chosen, and in him 
I place supreme delight. 


On him in rich effusion pour’d 
My spirit shall descend ; 


My truth and judgement he shall show 


To earth’s remotest end. 


_«- Gentle and still shall be his voice, 


No threats from him proceed ; 
The smoking flax he shall not queneh, 
Nor break the bruised reed. 


“ The feeble spark to flame he’ll raise, 
The weak will not despise ; 


Judgementyhe shall bring forth to truth, 
And make the feeble rise. 


‘6 Tnelfitcress of his zeal and power 
Shall never Know decline, 
Till foreign lands and distant isles 
Recéive the law divine.” 
rel 
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY. 


John x. ll——Z am the good shefiherd. 


UNDER the beautiful and interesting char- 
acter of a kind and tender shepherd, was our 
holy Master foretold in the sacred of pro- 
phecy. And if the most fehl, flecticnate, 
and unwearied attentions to the improvement 
and happiness of his little flock constitute the 
essential and endearing gratifications of a good 
shepherd, Jesus Christ has the most unques- 
tionable and unrivalled claims to it. His zeal 
for the welfare of all those who belong to his 
fold, led him to expose, and at —— to sac- 
rifice his life in their service. ith united 
admiration then, let his followers acknowl] 
him ; with united affection and love let them 
attach themselves to him as to the good shep/ 
herd. | } 

But since his departure from the world ; 
since the days of his apostles, whose vigilance 
and assiduity were worthy of those who had 
been the bosom friends of Christ, have none 
been animated by the virtues of this son 
shepherd to copy his example and to walk in 
his steps? We rejoice that every age and 
every denomination of the Christian Church 
can boast of many who have been burning 
and shining lights, who have watched over 
' their respective flocks with exemplary fidelity 
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and unwearied perseverance. Perhaps it may 
be instructive and gratifying to sketch the out- 
lines of a good christian shepherd in our own 
times. His first object is to provide the decent 
accommodations of life for his family, and to 
raise them above the mortifications of poverty, 
when he is gathered to his fathers. His next 
is to magnify his office by a conscientious 
attention to its various and important duties. 
Accordingly, he turns no poor distressed _per- 
son from his doors unrelieved and unadvised. 
Even the vicious, who are suffering the con- 
sequences of their multiplied offences, he does 
not angrily frown from his presence : over their 
degraded, humiliating and unhappy state, he 
weeps and prays. ‘The young, the ignorant and 
the poor, he endeavours to allure, by every 
mark of expressive and condescending kind- 
ness, to frequent the temple, to learn the lan- 
guage, to imbibe the spirit, to enjoy the com- 
forts of religion. ‘The afflicted, the aged and 
the dying, he considers as more particularly 
his charge ; and, as far as the words of Chris- 
tian piety and consolation can do it, “ he heals 
the broken in heart ; he binds up their wounds; 
_he suffers not their hearts to be troubled.” 
On the day and in the place which are de- 
voted to the honour and worship of the great 
Creator, the man of God, the minister of Re- 
ligion, appears in his proper and venerable 
characters, Her holy truths recommended 
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from his lips acquire; if possible, additional 
sanctity ; and her sacred admonitions come 
home to the hearts of his hearers with double 
force. Having thus glorified God and hon- 
oured the Gospel of Christ upon earth, when 
the chief Shepherd shall appear, he also shall 
appear with him in glory. Amen. 


HYMN XXII. C.M. 


Jesus, my condescending Lord, 
Fulfils the Shepherd’s name ; ‘7 
He guides the weak, supports the lambs 
Of weak and tender frame. 


To pastures freak he leads his fleck, 
The living streams beside ; 

Where truth with purest current flows, 
And sweetest pleasures glide. 


Before his sheep the Shepherd goes, 
His voice they all obey ; 
A stranger’s call they will not heed, 
Nor dare to go astray. 
ty 


8 
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if e’er they wander from the fold, 
Should they their errors mourn, 

He will restore them to his care 
And welcome their return. 


This heavenly Shepherd’s wonderous love 
In memory we will keep, 

Who freely gave his precious life 
To save the dying sheep. 


He knows his sheep, his faithful flock, 
And guards from every ill ! 

And for their safety and their joy 
Will all his grace fulfil. 


Eternal life and bliss complete 
To all he freely gives, 

And, to secure the promis’d home, 
Their Shepherd ever lives. 
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY. 


Exodus xxiii. 2—-Zhou shalt not follow a multitude 
to do evil. 


TO join or to dissent from the multitude has 
nothing meritorious in itself: it must entire- 
ly depend upon the principles which they es- 
pouse, and the mode in which they proceed to 
attain their object. In what we believe to be 
a good cause, it is pleasant and animating to 
be supported by numbers. But if the voice 
or the practice of the multitude recommends 
what we conceive to be injurious to morals, 
and believe will be condemned at the bar of 
God, we are, as Christians, under a sacred 
obligation to enter our protest against it. 

It is a custom with many persons to affect 
doubts about the evidences, and an indif- 
ference about the interesting concerns of di- 
vine revelation; but affectation, which is at 
all times odious, is in this singularly crim- 
inal. _ It is paying a compliment to the prin- 
ciples of men who are not entitled to it: it 
is withholding from our own that rever- 
ence which their superlative importance de- 
mands. Many others accus themselves to 
speak lightly of the obligations, the pleasures, 


and the advantages of the publick worship of 


the Creator of the world ; but if we are con- 
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vinced that the general neglect of it would be 
productive of incalculable evils, we are sol- 
emnly bound to set a better example. We 
are to use our best endeavours to convert 
others to what is right and good, and not to 
suffer ourselves to be drawn aside to what we 
know to be wrong. Into the conyersation of 
great numbers, the name of the Supreme Be- 
img is needlessly, irreverently, or profanely in- 
troduced. The number of those, however, 
who thus dishonour God and degrade them- 
selves, will be no excuse or apology for our 
conforming to a practice, as inconsistent with 
true politeness as it is with the first principles 
of religion. — 

Too many thoughtlessly or cruelly sport 
with the character, the feelings, and the com- 
fort of others. If they do not invent, they join 
4m circulating what is equally untrue and in- 
jurious. But how large soever may be the 
number of those who indulge habits of this 
kind, we are neither to raise nor to counte- 
nance a false report : we are not “ to join the 
wicked in bearing unrighteous testimony.”’ 
It-is to be lamented that, with the generality 
of mankind, a resentful and vindictive spirit 
is not condemned, though it leads to murder 
and to death. But, as Christians, we are not 
to entertain false and dangerous notions of 
what is miscalled honour. -We are not to 
“return evil for evil.” By a fair and dispas- 
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sionate representation of our case, and by in- 
offensiveness of manners, we must try to 
bring those who offend us to a proper sense 
of their misconduct. 

In the instances which have now been men- 
tioned, and in all where we are convinced that 
many others do wrong, singularity is not only 
a virtue, but it is one of no mean rank. The 
wiser and better part of the world will not fail 
to honour it s and there, where a good man 
most wishes to be approved, it will be had in 
‘* everlasting remembrance.” 





ee Ee 


HYMN XXHI S.M. 


How mahy various ills 

Beset the human way ! | 
What strong temptations daily rise 

To lure our steps astray ! 


O God, thy grace impart 

: To shun each threat’ning ill ; 
4 Help us good purposes to form, 

And steadily fulfil ! 

Though the unthinking crowd 

A heedless course pursue, 
Ne’er may we plead a multitude 

To excuse the wrong we do. 

The wicked way they choose ~ 

May we discreetly flee, | 
And in that way, O God, proceed 
a Which leads to heaven and thee !: 
i B* 
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY. 


Proverbs xvi. 7.—When a man’s ways pfilease the Lord, 
he maketh even his enemics to be at freace with him. 


PAINFUL is the reflection to the sincere 
lover of peace, that in this imperfect state of- 
_ fences will come, enmities will exist. Where 
there is no design, where there can be no rea- 
son, among neighbours and acquaintance, to 
dissolve or to weaken the ties of friendly and 
agreeable intercourse ; alas ! how often does 
it take place ! how often do coolness and in- 
difference, sometimes altercation and animosi- 
ty, succeed to the engaging and endearing ex- 
pressions of friendship! Frequently does 
this take place without any assignable, and 
always without any adequate, cause. To the 
disciple of the kind and gentle Saviour of the 
world, who is affected with this unpleasant, 
and in some degree unavoidable, state of 
things, how soothing and comfortable is the 
observation of Solomon ! how illustrative of 
the wisdom and benevolence of the great 
Creator of the world! A perfectly inoffen- 
sive and good man may have enemies, though 
he knows it not... Those human mfirmities to 
which he is liable in common with others, 
may have produced them. But as that part 
of his conduct which has given ofience, pro- 





onlin xy 














as < 
r PN eit ee eS Re 
<td riage aim R= RR A al ea aa Sis 
Soi iy BENE sng ete eae s. 






















ee I 


ceeded not from deliberation and design, his 
general principles are a security against its 
repetition. He knowingly fosters no senti- 
mcnts, he willingly indulges no. dispositions, 
which are unfavourable to peace and harmony 
with all men ; «more particularly with those, 
between whom and himself there are recipro- 
cal claims of civility and. good neighbourhood. 
He carries about with him a constant desire— 
he enjoys a benevolent and exalted pleasure in 
seeing his friends as comfortable and happy as 
he wishes to be himself. A temper and be- 
haviour thus. uniformly inoffensive, kind, 
obliging and affectionate, cannot fail of being 
noticed and applauded. -Of whatever church 
a person under the influence of such good dis- 
positions is a member, he is assuredly the very 
person whose ways please the Lord; for he is 
the author of peace and the lover of concord. 
So wise and benevolent is the constitution 
of human nature, so spontaneous and irresisti- 
ble is our admiration of genuine goodness, that 
the more worthy and virtuous must respect 
such a character. The approbation of such 
will soon drown the voice of unmerited slan- 
der, and bring the tale of interested calumny 
or unsupported misrepresentation into discred- 
it. Shame, if not a conviction of. ingratitude 
and sin, will soon impose silence upon his en- 
emies ; reflection will awaken better feelings, 
and lead to a more ingenuous conduct. By a 
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good man’s not only continuing, but abound- 
ing, in those ways which please the Lord and 
exalt the dignity of our nature, experience 
will justity he expectation of even more than 
has been mentioned. His enemies may not 
only be at peace with him ; but, drawn by 
the united ties of gratitude and affection, may 


become ‘‘ of. one heart and soul” with him. 
Amen. 


-” 
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HYMN XXIV. C.M. 


To thee, Almighty Gop and king, 
For thy protecting care 
The tribute of our hearts we bring 
~~ In homage and in prayer. 


We bless thee for our lengthen’d days 
For friends, and health, and ease ; 
_ And, while our lips thy goodness praise, 
Thee may our actions please. 


If we have foes we them forgive— 
O may their hatred cease ! 

With all in favour may we live, 
And share the joys of peace ! 


_ - ‘With plans and deeds of gentleness,— 
Still loving and belov’d, 
‘May we to man good will express ; 
And be by thee approy’d ! 
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY. 


Matthew xxi. 41.——Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation. ; 


NEVER was advice given, nor duties en- 
joined, upon a more interesting occasion, than 
that which produced these words of our holy 
Master. His apostles must have felt that they 
were particularly ‘seasonable, and suited to 
their situation and character. Nor will any 
one who has formed just sentiments of the 
world, or a proper acquaintance with his own 
heart, deny thatan attention to them is obliga- 
tory upon him. Numerous and humiliating 
are our frailties and infirmities : various and 
powerful, unexpected and insinuating, are the 
temptations to which we are always exposed. .: 
Who then can be insensible to. the importance 
of being ever on his guard? ~~ 

Who, that recollects how many worthy 
persons, too confident in the strength of their 
principles, have fallen into folly and sin, must 
not dread adding to the melancholy list ? 

The tendency and efficacy of serious prayer, 
to secure us from danger and to confirm us in 
holiness and virtue, are unquestionable. Who 
then, after the example of the brightest patterns 
of true devotion, should not unite habits of 
Vigilance with those of piety, that he may be 
preserved from falling through the deceitful- 
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ness of sin? ‘When we have reason to ex- 
pect that our Christian faith and principles 
will be more than usually tried, we should be 
doubly upon our guard. Where we are con- 
scious of being most weak, Christian vigilance 
should be always at her post, to warn us of 
approaching danger. We may then with 
humble and joyful confidence look up to Heav- 
en, and implore such assistance as our various 
circumstances render expedient or. necessary. 
In so doirig, the pious servants of God may be 
assured that they will be suffered to want no 
truly good thing. ‘The God whom they serve 
will suffer them to fall into no fatal errors. 
The enemies of their virtue will not be per- 
mitted to acquire dominion over them. 

Though -for a short time they may fall, they 
Shall rise again ; and their Father who is in 
“heaven will guide them by his counsel, and 
support them by his goodness ; and at last he 
will give them a place at his right hand, where 
sin and sorrow shall be known no more for 
ever. 


ee i ee 


HYMN XXY. C. M. 


ALAS, what hourly dangers rise, 
What snares beset my way ! 

To heaven then let me lift mine eyes, 
And hourly watch and pray, 
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How oft my mourning thoughts complain, 
And melt in flowing tears ! 

My weak resistance, ah how vain ! 
How strong my foes and fears ! 





“a O gracious God, in whom I live, 

a My feeble efforts aid ; 

3 Help me to watch and pray and strive, 
: Though trembling and afraid. 

4 Increase my faith, inerease my hope 
3 When foes and fears prevail ; 

- And bear my fainting spirit up, 


ie Bk A ey 


Or soon my strength will fail. 


When-strong temptations fright my heart . 
Or lure my feet: aside, 7 

My God, thy powerful aid i impart, 
My guardian and my guide ! 


Still keep me in thy heavenly way, 
And bid the tempter flee ; 

And never may I go astray 

From happiness and thee ! 
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TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY. 


Matthew xxvi. 21.—T7he spirit is willing ; but the 
flesh is weak. 


BEHOLD another instance of that divine 
compassion by which our Master was pre-em- 
inently distinguished ! At a period the most 
critical,and in circumstances the most trying, 
his apostles were deficient in that proof of af- 
fectionate regard which he asked of them. 
Perfectly unruffled and composed, he makes 
for their conduct the kind apology, which 
none but a being of superiour goodness would 
have thought of. Their Master gives them 
full credit for the sincerity of their intentions, 
and attributes their failings to human infirmi- 
ty. May we not humbly hope, that the same 
merciful allowances will be made for the many 
unallowed and unpremeditated offences with 
which the conduct of many worthy persons is 
chargeable ?—The service of God they ac- 
knowledge to be an honourable and reasonable 
one. His commandments they receive as ho- 
ly, just, and good. To his sacred authority 
they confess that they ought to make the uni- 
ted allurements of earthly honours, riches and 
pleasures, yield. They are sensible that its 
commanding or restraining influences ought 
to be limited to no part of their duty, to no 
period of their lives ; to no peculiar circum- 
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stances of difficulty and trial. They wish to 
be conformed to the whole will of God ;,- to 
perform with equal alacrity the most arduous 
and the most easy duties; to submit with the 
same patient and resigned temper, to the 
greatest as to the least of their trials. But no 
one is always in the same happy state of mind. 
The conviction of duty is not always equally 
strong. The animating motives of religion 
do not invariably act with the same vigour 
and success. That faith which overcomcth 
the world, and that hope which should raise 
us above the fear and the love of it, are, not 
always in the same. lively exercise. .'The 
good resolutions which they have formed they 
either forget, or postpone the execution of, in 
the SR gl Ame of a more convenient 
season, which in too many cases. tever. ar- 
rives. The virtues which they have admired 
in their beloved friends, or the. more. exalted 
ones which adorned the character of their 
great Master, they fail of transcribing as they 
_ ae their own. Before Him who know- 
eth all things; they lament that in many thi 
they still fa ath to offend ; that sheacialee 
spirit is willing to do better, the flesh is weak. 
Let us then‘all learn to omit no opportunity of 
doing good, while we have the ability, and 
feel the inclination to. it.. To-morrow. we 
may be unable, or we may be unwilling ; for 
human nature is changeable, as well as weak. 
9 
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HYMN XXVI. C. M. 


© Gop, my father, I adore > 

That all-commanding name ; 
It will to life my soul restore 

And kindle all my flame. 


Entire I bow at thy commands, 
My filial homage pay ; 

With heart and life and tongue and hands 
Pll cheerfully obey. 


I'll wilfully no more transgress, 
As I too oft have done ; 

But every sinful thought suppress, 
Each sinful action shun. 


Each day I live I'll seek with care 
My father well to please, 

And in this course will persevere 
By time assisting grace. 


Thus will I my relation claim, 
And call myself thy son, 

And, whilst I bear the glorious name, 
My father’s rights will own. 


I will—but thou must strength impart, 
This promise to fulfil ; 
Lord, write thy laws upon my heart, 
That I may do thy will. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY. 


Luke ix. 56.—But he turned and rebuked them, and 
said, Ye know not what: manner of sfirit ye 
are Of. 


BEHOLD how cool, collected, and _per- 
fectly master of himself, the divine instructor 
of men here appears! ‘The words of wisdom 
seemed to sit upon his lips, and words of 
goodness were ever ready to flow from his 
tongue. A greater insult could scarcely be 
offered than that which he had just received 
from the inhabitants of a Samaritan village. 
Under the influence of religious prejudices, 
they had refused him and his apostles the com- 
mon rights of hospitality. ‘Indignant at this 
unprovoked and unmerited treatment of the 
best of masters, James and John mistook un- 
righteous fury for holy zeal. They were for 
calling down from heaven some signal mark 
of vengeance. ‘* But Jesus. turned and re- 
buked,” &c. By expressive gestures, as 
well as in language which pierced their hearts, 
he entirely condemned the spirit which dicta- 
ted such a wish. He was convinced of their 
affectionate attachment to himself, and hearty 
zeal in his cause. His intimate knowledge of 
the human heart, however, led him to discern,’ 
upon the present occasion, the influence of 
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undue anger and resentment. To the unjus- 
tifiable operation of these evil passions he 
particularly directs their attention. Upon 
these he wished them to reflect ;—how una- 
miable they are in themselves,how contrary to 
the mild and benevolent spirit of his religion, 
and how unsuitable to that pattern of gentle- 
ness which he had called them to imitate ! 
He wished them doubtless to recollect, how 
much their ewn temper resembled that of 
those whom they were condemning ; what 
arguments against the superiour excellency of 
his religion such dispositions would furnish 
his enemies with ; and how injurious to their 
own peace, as well as the diffusion of his reli- 
gion, they would prove. Let not Christian 
professors, uhder any pretence whatever, mo- 
lest the persons, injure the property, or lessen 
the comfort of their brethren, for opinions of 
any kind. If they even wish to do it, they 
are under a gross delusion : though they 
may think that their motive is a zeal for the 
glory of God and the honour of Christ, they 
know not what spirit they are of. It is a bad 
one. It can be followed with no real or last- 
ing blessing in this world. At that day when 
the upright shall triumph, to their sorrow per- 

secuting Christians will find that it is a spirit 
of which their Master is ashamed. 
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HYMN XXVIII. C. M. 


Strance ! O my Saviour that blind zeal 
Should e’er thy friends inspire : 


That breasts, which lov e should ever feel, 


Should burn with such a fire ! 


That they should ask thee to command 
From heaven the vengeful flame ; 
Because Elijah thus prevail’d, 
They too would do the same ! 


Well, meekest Jesus might’st thou turn 
And check this fiery zeal ; 

Whilst sweetest accents from thy lips 
Thy love to men reveal. 


“ Ye zealots, to yourselves most blind, 
* Produce what pleas you will, 

“‘ Ye know not what this spirit is 
“ That leads you thus to kill. 


‘* Know that I came not here below 
“ To hurt and*to destroy ; 


“ To save men’s lives was my design, 
* To bless them all my joy. 


« Be meek and mild, and learn of me 
«“ The wisdom from above ; 

* Know that the Law and Gospel too 
“ Are both fulfill’d by leve.” 


Q* 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY. 
Ephesians iv. 15.—-Spreaking the truth in love. 


‘“‘ IT would be the surest way to gain ad- 
vantage to their cause, as well as reputation 
to themselves, if all christians when they 
plead for those important truths on which our 
present and future happiness depends, would 
endeavour to recommend themselves to the 
good opinion of those with whom they argue 
by discovering, both in the mildness of their 
language and the sweetness of their behaviour, 
that they have a brotherly affection for their 
persons, and that they are not so rashly preju- 
diced in the notions and opinions they them- 
selves have adopted. And surely there is 
nothing so engaging, and that carries with it 
so forcible a conviction as a strong and solid 
argument dressed in the comely ornaments of 
obliging, soft, and mild expressions.” 

But, it may be asked, is this compatible 
with contending earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints? Is it to be reconciled 
with defending the sacred and awful doctrines 
of the Scriptures? The one is perfectly con- 
sistent with the other ; and if this part of the 
venerable apostle’s advice to his Ephesian 
brethren be overlooked, the spirit of Christian- 
ity is violated. And of what diminutive im- 
portance is the most learned, elaborate, and 
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eloquent defence of any doctrine allowed to’be 
incomprehensible, when put in the balance 
against the possession and exercise of true 
unconfined impartial Christian holiness and 
charity ?. The authority of St. Paul, will not 
on so plaina point be questioned. ‘* ‘Though, 
I understand all mysteries, and although ‘I 
have all faith, so that I could remove moun- 
tains, and have not charity (or Christian love) 
I am nothing.” Ina practical view, we can- 
not well lay too much stress upon one such 
clear and explicit passage. Illustrious and 
happy zra of the Christian church, when the 
followers of Jesus shall generally be found to 
delight more in what is plain, than in what is 
doubtful ; in what is for mutual edification, 
than in that which occasions strife and conten- 
tion ! , 

It is not my intention to disparage the pos- 
session or to discourage the search after re- 
ligious truth. It is a jewel of inestimable 
value, which, having been procured with 
much patient and unwearied labour, we are © 
to sell at no price whatever. Just and enlarg- 
ed notions of the divine dispensations are alike 
calculated to enlighten the mind, purify the 
heart, and improve the character. But grant- 
ing that this or the other sect were sure of be- 
ing in possession of the truth, it should be 

spoken in love. Violence and noise do not 
become her placid nature. Bitterness and 













rancour will conceal her attractive charms. 
Calumny and evil-speaking must be most odi- 
ous to this mild and heavenly guest. In the 
true spirit of Christian love, then, let us ac- 
custom ourselves to speak the truth, and by 
our example and influence encourage others to 
do the same. 
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HYMN XXVIII. L. M. 


Great Gop, whose all pervading eye 
Sees every passion in my soul ! 

When sunk too low, or rais’d too high, 
Teach me those passions to control. “ 





Temper the fervours of my frame ; 
Be charity their constant spring ; 

And O, let no unhallow’d flame 
Pollute the offerings I bring. 


Let peace with piety unite | 
To mend the bias of my will ; 

While hope and heaven-eyed faith excite, 
And wisdom regulates my zeal : 


That wisdom, which to meekness,turns, . 
Wisdom descending from above: | 

But let my zeal, whene’er it burns, : 
Be kindled by the fire of love. a 
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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY. 


John xix. 26 & 27.—When Jesus therefore saw his 
mother and the discifile standing by, whoin he loveds 
he saith to his mother, Behold thy son. Then saith 
he to the discifile, Behold thy mother. And from 
that hour that discifle took her to his own home. 


SCARCELY can we conceive a more in- 
teresting or affecting scene than is here refer- 
red to ; and perhaps it.may be found equally 
instructive. The holy Son of God, the divine 
friend of men, was about to suffer the cruel 
and ignominious death of crucifixion, and 
hereby to exhibit the last and crowning. proof 
of his obedience to the will of God, and love 
for the humanrace. Among the spectators of 
this sad and melancholy scene were his affec- 
tionate mother and his beloved disciple, whose 
modesty prevents the insertion of his name in 
the narrative. They were doubtless anxious 
to witness the greatness and dignity, the com- 
posure and serenity, which he would display 
at this critical and distressing period. They 
wished, by their. presence, to testify their 
unabated and unalterable attachment to his 
matchless virtues, and their grateful remem- 
brance of the innumerable tokens of kind re-. 
gard which he had manifested for them. : 

Gloomy and depressing as all about them 
was, they were cheered and supported by the 
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joyful assurance, that his separation from them 
would be very short, and that the triumph of 
his resurrection would be productive of un- 
speakable comfort to them, of undescribable 
dismay to his enemies. In the mean time, 
the mind of the suffering Jesus, as if insensi- 
ble to the pain and torture of his own situa- 
tion, was kindly solicitous about his mother 
and the truly amiable apostle. The best feel- 
ings of his nature appear to have been in vig- 
orous and delightful exercise. He first ad- 
dresses his mother in language which was 
then esteemed perfectly consistent with the 
respect due to her, ‘‘ Woman, behold thy 
son,”’—one for whom I have all the tender 
anxieties of a brother, and for whom I would 
ask all those kind attentions which a mother 
only can bestow. From performing the last 
duties of virtuous friendship, he hastens to 
discharge those of filial piety : ‘‘ Then saith 
he to the disciple, Behold thy mother’”—the 
mother of thy departing friend—of thy affec- 
tionate Lord and Master. It is my dying re- 
quest, that she may become thy sacred charge, 
and that thou wouldst support her afflicted 
mind under the painful and heavy trial, which 
is awaiting her as well as thyself. rhe kind 
and grateful bosom. of John, whom Jesus, 
from a similarity of temper, peculiarly loved, 
felt the full force of all that was said or in- 
tended. ‘* From that hour he took her to his 
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own home ;” and, we may be confident, was 
unwearied in all those duties of filial and affec- 
tionate attachment, which he knew would still 
more endear him to his blessed Master. Af- 
ter the example of Christ, it is the duty of his 
sincere followers to render their last days use- 
ful. Accordingly we are sometimes delighted 
and edified by instances of this kind. ve- 
ral, who in-the day of health and intellectual 
vigour have made a prudent and equitable ar-. 
rangement of their worldly concerns, have 
improved the close of life by suitable advice 
and exhortation to those who are most near 
and dear to them. ‘They have honoured with 
especial marks of approbation, esteem, and 
confidence, those estimable characters, with 
whom they were ‘ lovely in their lives,”’ and 
‘“‘ in their deaths” not divided in principle, 
spirit, and hope. To their care and protection 
have they cheerfully and devoutly comimitted 
their afflicted and disconsolate widows and 
children. And the trust thus solemnly con- 
ferred having been conscientiously discharged, 
they may hope to be each others’ “ joy and 
crown of rejoicing at the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”’—-Amen. 
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HYMN XXIX. C.M. 


“ Behold my mother ! Jesus cried, 
See where my brethren stand ! 

And round his faithful followers eyed, 
And stretch’d his gracious hand. 


“ Whoe’er my Father’s will shall do, 
Almighty Lord of all ! 

_ And virtue’s sacred path pursue, 

My relative | call.” 


By Christ himself, the anointed king, 
This mark of grace is given, 

From this alone our hopes must spring, 
This makes us heirs of heaven. 


Great God of all, thy aid impart, 
To every saint below ; 
Fix,on thyself each roving heart, 

And guard us as we go. 


No sign from heaven we wish or want, 
Our faith on thee relies ; 

Till nature fail thy succour grant, 

Then take us to the skies. 
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THIRTIETH SUNDAY. 


Psalm ¢xxxix. 23.——Search me, O God, and know my 
heart ; try me, and know my thoughis. 


A MORE awful consideration than that of 
our accountableness at the tribunal of an om- 
niscient God, there cannot be. Yet it is one 
which no man professing religion ought to | 
forget—which no man possessing the spirit of =| 
religion will wish to forget. Amidst the 
temptations of the world, he may not always 
maintain the consistent and dignified charac- 
ter which he ought. Under its difficulties 
and trials, he may not, at all times, preserve 
the composure and serenity to which his prin- 
ciples naturally and powerfully lead. When 
injuriously treated or unjustly calumniated, 
he may not invariably be able to exhibit the 
meekness and patience of his high and holy 
calling to all the advantage he wishes. But 
stiil he reveres the principles which he profes- 
ses ; he laments his departure from them ; he 
is earnestly desirous of submitting to their 
wise and virtuous restraints; and he knows 
how to value their animating and supporting 
influences. Retiring from the world, and de- 
voutly communing with his own heart and 
with the gracious Rushine of his existence, this 


is the unfeigned and fervent language of his 
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soul: “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart ; try me, and know my thoughts.” J 
would cherish no principles, encourage no 
sentiments, and indulge no dispositions, which 
I wish to conceal from thee, whose displeasure 
is most alarming, whose friendship is most 
Aelightful to every rational and immortal crea- 
ture. I wish my conduct, and the motives 
which produce it, to be scrutinized and ex- 
amined not only by men, but by thee, who 
canst not be deceived, and wilt not be mock- 
ed. ‘Totheedo I wish the inmost recesses 
of my heart to be known, that the conscious- 
ness of it mayengage me to keep it with all 
diligence, and to exercise a holy and unceas- 
ing vigilance over all the springs of my tem- 
per and behaviour. All my plans and de- 
signs, all my pursuits, and all my enjoyments, 
all my wishes and desires, if not approved by 
thee, I would for ever relinquish. Such is 
the duty, and such I apprehend will be the 
practice, of every humble and pious Christian. 
Let us be animated so todo, by reflecting, 
that in proportion as this good temper and 
spirit dwell.in us, we shall adorn and recom- 
‘mend the religion we profess, and be partak- 
_€rs. of its mestimable consolations and promis- 
£8. : 
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HYMN XXX. L.M. 


‘THovu vain intruding world depart, 
No more allure or vex my heart ; 
Let every vanity be gone, 

I would be peaceful and alone. 


Here let me search my inmost mind 
And try its real state to find ; 

The secret springs of thought explore, 
And call-my words and actions o’er. 


Reflect how soon my life will end, 
And think on what my hopes depend ; 
What aim my busy thoughts pursue, 
What work is done, and what to do. 


Eternity is just at hand ; 

And shall I waste the ebbing sand ? 
And careless view departing day, 
And throw my fleeting time away ? 


Be this my chief, my only care, 

My high pursuit, my ardent prayer, 
An interest in the Saviour’s blood, 

A pardon seal’d, and peace with God. 


Search, gracious God, my inmost heart, 
And light, and hope, and joy impart ; 
From guilt and error set me free, 

And guide me safe to heaven and thee. 
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THIRTY -FIRST SUNDAY. 


2 Timothy ji. 19. MWevertheless, the foundation of 
God standeth sure, having this seai, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his. 





IN every age of the Christian Church, from 
the days of the apostle to our own times, there 
have been some unhappy instances of aposta- 
sy. ‘To support the spirits of his beloved pu- 
pil, ‘Timothy, and to banish the painful appre- 
hensions of Christians, no assurance can be 
more adapted, none more calculated to be ef- 
ficacious, than that just read. 

Possibly our hearts may have been affected, 
our faith staggered, and our holy resolutions 
for a time damped, at seeing some, with whom 
we have gone to the house of God, renouncing 
the faith, turning back, and walking no more 
with Christ. But if our attachment to the 
Gospel has been the result of examination and 
reflection ; if the conversion and subsequent 
dignified and heroick conduct of the great 
apostle of the Gentiles have been seriously con- 
templated, we shall not be moved from our 
steadfastness, however we may lament such 
departures from the faith and hopes of the Gos- 
pel. With one who had the best opportuni- 
ties of investigating the pretensions of Jesus, 
we shall still be disposed to say, “ Lord, to 
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whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life.” . With deyout gratitude and joy 
shall we recollect the assurance of his illustri- 
ous fellow-labourer, “‘ The foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his.’ Though heaven 
and earth pass away, though all the kingdoms 
of the world be changed, though all the insti- 
tutions of human society and all the works of 
human art be destroyed, the church of Christ 
will for ever flourish ; and ail its worthy mem- 
bers shall, at length, be presented with incon- 
ceivable dignity before the throne of God. Of 
those whose zeal and fidelity have been emi- 
nently distinguished, who not only have been 
imprisoned, but who have suffered death for 
Christ’s sake ; ‘* who have hereby washed 
their robes and made them white with the 
blood of the Lamb,’ we are assured that their 
exalted Master ‘ shall lead them to fountains 
of living waters,” and that. ‘“‘ God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes.”’ 


——a. + oe 
HYMN XXXL. L. M. 


Wirs firm resolve, and equal mind,. 
May we to virtue be inclin’d ; 

The course of holiness pursue, 

And keep the heavenly world in view ! 


10* 
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Amidst thefassailing ills of life, 
Temptation’s plea and passion’s strife, 
May we our conscience still revere,— 
Determine well and persevere. 


Sweet peace our hearts will then enjoy, 
A peace the world can ne’er destroy : 
God our fidelity will seal, 


And the sure path of life reveal. 
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THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY. 


2 Timothy ii. 19.—And let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ,depart from all iniquity. 


EVERY one is ready to acknowledge, that 
open and notorious transgressions are in total 
opposition to the dignity and purity of the 
Christian character. .They are unanimously 
condemned, as disgracing the name and dis- 
honouring the religion of Christ. But it is 
equally clear, that a freedom from these is not 
all which is required of those who are enlisted 
under the venerable banners of such a Mas- 
ter. With respect to religion, whatever par- 
takes of irreverence or levity in the daily inter- 
courses of life, every thing morose on the one 
hand or licentious on the other, is equally to 
be avoided. However ardent our zeal, how- 
ever unwearied our exertions to make others 
wise unto salvation through the faith of 
Christ, something still may be wrong. If our 
tempers are sour, if our deportment is una- 
miable, if upon plain points of morality there 
are spots and stains in our character, we have 
much to amend—or we cannot name the 
name of Christ with honour to him, or com- 
fort to ourselves. 

_ Granting that we cannot be charged with 
indulging bad dispositions, or being guilty of 
immoral practices in our own persons, can we 
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with truth affirm, that we have not, in these 
respects, been partakers of other men’s sins ? 
—Have we never countenanced in others 
what we have deemed it most prudent or safe 
to refrain from ourselves ?—Have we had no 
share in the gains of unrighteousness, though 
we have been.neither the principal nor the os- 
tensible agents in the transactions by which 
they have Good, sreieeee ?—If we are unable 
to answer these questions satisfactorily, we 
cannot, feel a supporting consciousness of hav- 
ing departed from all iniquity. In the same 
degree that any one tempts another to the 
commission of sin, is he involved in its guilt. 
Let it be our ambition and resolution to be 
harmless, and undefiled;by forbidden gratifi- 
cations ourselves, or by encouraging and con- 
niving at them in others. 


HYMN XXXII. S. M. 


WalILE in this world I dwell 
The paths of sin I’Jl fear ; 
And, pondering all my goings. well, 
Walk inoffensive here. 
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My every step I'll aim, 

As warn’d by wisdom’s zeal ; 
Lest e’er, O Lord, thy holy name 

From me a wound should feel. 


To me let no man owe 
The hatred of thy ways. 

From me let no one’s sorrow flow, 
The guilt of no one’s days. 


Nor will I rashly draw 

Man’s vengeance on my head, 
By warmth untimely ; when thy law 

Under their feet they tread. 


Thus blameless may I live, 


Thus grace the faith I own ; 
Thus win evy’n Infidels to give 
Due honours to thy throne. 
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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY. 


Luke xiv. 26.—Jf any man come to me, and hate no, 
his father and mother, and wife and children, and 
brothers and sisters, yea and his own life also, he 
cannot be my discifile. 


LANGUAGE this,apparently, but not real- 
ly, harsh and unr.-asonable. Happy is it when 
we can make the New Testament its own inter- 
preter ; when the words of one sacred writer, 
which sound objectionable, can be explained 
and justified by reference to those of another. 

The following natural and perhaps not unu- 
sual ineident has occasioned these remarks : 

A child in a family, where the day is closed 
with an act of devotion, was reading in course 
the 14th chapter of Luke. When she came to 
the 26th verse, she exclaimed, ‘‘ What a 
strange command! Is there not something 
wrong in this verse ?”. She was told that, in 
the language of the Scriptures, to hate our 
relatives and friends means only to love them 
less than Christ ; and referred to Matthew x. 
37, in proof of it. 

It appears then, that there is nothing in this 
requisition repugnant to natural affection or 
Virtuous sensibility. A similar investigation 
(it may fairly be presumed) of any other ob- 
jectionable passage will vindicate the pure and 
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sublime morality of the Gospel of Christ. 
Should not then children and young persons 
r be encouraged modestly to state their feelings, 
and to ask a solution of any difficulties which 
occur in reading this holy book ? Should 
not Christian parents take pleasure in answer- 
ing their questions ? Is it not a very honour- 
able and important employment to enable 
them, as their understandings are matured, to 
give a reason of their faith and hope? For | 
; this purpose, ought not the sacred volume to 
be held in high estimation by parents ? Should 
not its pages be perused by them with all that 
reverence, attention and delight, which are 
\@ due to a book containing the words of eternal 
life 2? Qught not a due value to be placed 
upon, ought not a suitable recompense to be 
made for, the learned writings and pious la- 
bours of those whose hearts’ desire it is to 


make parents and children wise unto salva- 
tion ? 
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4 HYMN XXXII. L. M. 


4 Where’er the Lord shall build my house, 
4 An altar to his name I’ll raise, 

; There morn and evening shall ascend 
The sacrifice of prayer and praise. 
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With duteous mind the social band 
Shall search the records of God’s law, 
There learn his will, and humbly bow 
With filial reverence and awe. 


If numerous blessings of the earth 
Indulgent providence afford, 

With warm, united hearts we’ll pay 
Our grateful tribute to the Lord. 


Here may he fix his sacred seat, 
And spread the banner of his love, 
Till, ripen’d for a better state, 
We join the family above ! 
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THIRTY-FOURTH SUNDAY. 


Psalm xxxvil. 25.——I have been young and now am 


old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor 
his seed begging bread, 


THY testimony, O man of God, we re, 
ceive with grateful and joyful hearts. We 
are convinced that thy observation has been 
confirmed by the experience of the past ; and 
we exult in the confident expectation, that 
there will be no change in the wise and mer- 
ciful administration of Providence while the 
sun and the moon endure. From. one gene- 
ration to another the truth and faithfulness of 
God are pledged to bless the righteous, and 
their pious offspring. 

From the common troubles and misfor- 
tunes of life, characters of excellence neither 
are nor can expect to be free. They are often 
called to encounter one painful trial after 
another ; and perhaps their superior principles 
expose them to some, of which others know 
nothing. In such seasons of affliction and 
sorrow they are not forsaken. ‘The distress 
of their situation frequently calls forth the ex- 
ertions of friends, corresponding to the occa- 
sion. Frequently it creates new, unexpected, 
zealous, and lasting ones. 

In the course of the mysterious, but all- 
11 
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wise, conduct of Providence, we often see a 
righteous father and mother called to take 
leave, in the prime of life, of their beloved and 
helpless ‘children. Then, remembering the e 
words of David, are our hearts rejoiced, and : 
our best feelings gratified ; then.is our confi- ! 
dence in the goodness of God confirmed, and 
our faith in the assurances of religion 
strengthened. 

















HYMN XXXIV. C. M. 





For life with all its varied joy, 
To God we render praise ; 

His service is our best employ, 
Whose counsels guide our ways. 


In friends and parents we rejoice, 
And their instructions given ; 4 

Be our’s like their’s a virtuous choice, ; 
And bliss with them in heaven ! 


Their pious friends may we respect, 
And they will us befriend. 

And O may God our cause direct, 

And crown with peace our end ! 
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THIRTY-FIFTH SUNDAY. 


2 Timothy ili. 15.—4nd that, from a child, thou hast 
known the holy. Scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation, through the faith which is 
in Christ Jesus. “ 


HAPPY are the children whose parents 
are able and willing to teach them the know- 
ledge of the Scriptures! And. happy are 
those parents whose children are disposed to 
value and improve the means. of being. wise to 
eternity ! It was the privilege of Timothy to 
be descended from pious and religious an- 
cestors, and it redounds to his. honour that he 
was justly sensible of it. Instructed by their 
advice, and animated by. their example, he 
made the oracles of the Old: Testament famil- 
iar tohim, The learning which, he acquired 
in the Tewish Church, united with a cordial 
faith in the Gospel of Jesus, anda Zealous.ad- 
miration of his venerable Master, rendered 
him a shining ornament of. the. Christian reli. 
gion. Itis said that from childhood or in. 
fancy he imbibed.the rudiments ef: religious 
knowledge. Many considerations) may be 
suggested, to induce young persons to culti- 
vate scriptural knowledge. 

The mind is then unoccupied by any pur. 
suits which are not perfectly compatible with 
it. From the simple, beautiful, and interest- 
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ing stories of the Old Testament, and the in- 
imitable parables of Jesus Christ, equal grati- 
fication at least may be derived, as from an 
acquaintance with any ,of the justly admired 
productions of Greece or Rome. 

The memory is then unencumbered with a 
variety of intricate and perplexing, or even of 
what m future life will be necessary, occur- 
rences ; and therefore the leading events of 
the Book of God will make a deep and lasting 
impression, ©The affections have not been 
corrupted by intercourse with the world, nor 
engaged on the side of its honours and plea- 
sures. 

The sublime and devotional sentiments of 
the Psalms ; the exalted piety of Jesus ; the 
- zeal and magnanimity, the love and affection, 
of the apostles, will be highly relished. They 
may be recollected with delight and advan- 
tage as long as they live, and even in the 
world of glory. 

‘May it then be the first wish of Christian 
parents for their children, and of children for 
themselves, that they may be wise unto salva- 
tion, through faith in him who is the Resur- 
rection and the Life ! 
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HYMN XXXY. C. M. 


How shall the young secure their hearts, 
And guard their lives from sin ? 

Thy word the choicest rules imparts 
To keep the conscience clean. 


When once it enters to the mind 
It spreads such light abroad, 

The meanest souls instruction find 
And raise their thoughts to God. 


Tis like the sun a heavenly light, 
That guides us all the day ; 

And through the dangers of the night 
A lamp to guide our way. 


Thy word is. everlasting truth ; 


How pure is every page ! 
That holy book shall guide our youth, — 
And well support our age. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH SUNDAY. 


Psalm i. 1.—Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 
‘of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 


~~... AAT every period and in all circumstances 
















of life, prudent advice and wise counsel are 
most highly to be valued. In the early stages 
of it, and at first setting out in the world, 
they are particularly so. The imexperience 
of youth, the strength of their passions, and 
the numerous and powerful temptations which 
surround them, justify and require in them a 
louble degree of circumspection. Truly ad- 
mirable, as well as highly necessary, is the 
resolution of those young persons who have 
right notions of their duty to God and man 
impressed upon their minds, to carry them 
into the world, and to hold them fast. As 
long as they do so they are safe, but no long- 
er is their virtue secure. To evil counsellors 
and advice they will then be able successfully 
to oppose the sound admonitions of those, 
who are bound by the strongest ties to be 
anxiously solicitous for the purity of their 
characters. 

Instead of standing in the way of sinners, 
exposing themselves to their snares, seeking 
their society, and courting their friendship, 
their delight will be in the company and con- 
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versation of those who can instruct and im- 
prove them. . Remembering the observation 
of Solomon, “ He that walketh with wise 
men shall be wise,” they will guard against 
confirming by their example that which im- 
mediately follows, “‘ A companion of fools 
shall be destroyed.” 

Most devoutly is it to be hoped that, for 
their own reputation and the comfort of their 
parents, they will not lose that reverence 
which is due to the invaluable records of 
God’s dealings with men. 

May the peace and consolation which their 
pious friends derive from the volume of life 
and immortality, and which in some degree 
they have experienced themselves, preserve 
rita from being ashamed of the Gospel of 

rist : 
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HYMN XXXVI. L.M. 


Happy the man whose cautious feet 

Shun the broad way that sinners go ; 
Who hates the place where atheists meet, 
And fears to talk as scoffers do. 


He loves to employ his morning light 
Amongst the statutes of the Lord ; 

And spends the wakeful hours of night 
With pleasure pondering o’er the word, 


He like a plant by gentle’ streams 
Shall flourish in immiortal green ; 
And heaven will shine with kindest beams 
On every work his bands begin. 
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- THIRTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY. 


3d Epist. John, 2.—Beloved, I wish above all things 
that thou mayest firosfher and be in health, even as 
thy soul frrospereth. 


A WISH worthy of the apostle John’s 
sweet and affectionate disposition, and of the 
bosom-friend of Christ. It was expressed in 
favour of a truly good and hospitable Chris- 
tian. By his kind attentions this servant of 
God had probably been entertained, comfort- 
ed, and encouraged. Gaius, it appears, pos- 
sessed a weakly constitution of body. How 
natural and becoming is it for those who are 
connected by the ties of Christian friendship, 
to wish each other health and prosperity ! 
How does it delight the hearts of those who 
have gone to the house of God in company, 
when their ability to do good keeps pace with 
their inclination ; and when success in their 
honourable concerns corresponds with their 
hospitality and zeal for the improvement 
and happiness of their fellow-creatures ! 

It is highly gratifying to behold those who 
are kindly affectioned to us and to others, the 
friends of God, uniting and crowning their 
acts of beneficence with habits of devotion. 
When such are the victims of pain and sick- 
ness, we grieve. We wish them to be resto- 
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red to all the pleasures and enjoyments of 
health. Instead of sleepless nights and wea- 
risome days, we pray that vigour may string 
their nerves, cheerfulness enliven their coun- 
tenances, and success encourage their exer- 
tions. 

It is one of the holy duties of friendship 
and of piety, to wish for all worthy persons, 
that their bodily health may enable them. to 
display the native goodness of their hearts ; 
and that, upon occasions of more than usual 
importance, the lustre of their examples 
may be particularly attractive. 

Let our first wishes then for ourselves and 
our friends be; that their and our hearts may 
be graced with the beauties of religion; our 
next, to.possess health to perform the. duties 
of our stations ; and the last, that our means 
of.serving our generation may correspond 
with our ability, disposition, and opportuni- 
ties of improving them to the glory of God. 





+ Gare 


HYMN XXXVU. S.M. 





Buesr be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in christian love ! 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 
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Before our Father’s throne 
We pour our ardent prayers ; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one 
Our comforts and our cares. 


We share our mutual woes 

Our mutual burdens bear ; 
And oftenfor each other flows 

The sympathizing tear. 


When we asunder part 
It gives us inward pain ; 

But we shall still be join’d in heart, 
And hepe to meet ayain. 


This glorious hope revives 
Our courage by the way ; 
While each in expectation lives 
And longs to see the day. 


From sorrow, toil and pain, 
And sin, we shall be free ; 

And perfect love and friendship reign 
Through all eternity. 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY. 


Revelations xxi. 4.—JVeither shall there be any more 
pain. ! 

NO one who has experienced for any 
length of time, and in any violent degree, 
what acute pain is, can hesitate a moment to 
appreciate the value of an exemption from it. 
No one who has seen it entering a family, and 
during its continuance depriving its different 
branches of some of the sweetest pleasures of 
domestick life, can fail to consider the absence 
of it as a blessing devoutly to be wished. No 
one who has beheld a beloved and. virtuous 
friend tormented with it, can do otherwise 
than exult in the prospect of being for ever 
free from it. It is one pleasing part of the 
happiness of a future world, that pain, with 
all its gloomy attendants, shal! be for ever 
nished from the blissful habitations of the 
righteous. Of the unspeakable value of such 
a promise, and that religion which assures us 
of it, we can all form some idea, from review- 
ing the melancholy effects which we almost 
every day see pain producing upon ourselves 
or those about us. 

How does it distort and waste that exqui- 
site production of divine skill, the human 
frame! How does it obscure the lustre, 
weaken the efforts, and obstruct the progress, 
of our intellectual powers ! How does it re- 
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tard the execution of those noble and gene- 
rous plans, which the benefactors of mankind 
have formed for the improvement and advan- 
tage of society ! . How often does it prevent 
the interviews, and spoil the enjvyments, of 
virtuous and pious friends ! How does it in- 
terfere with the instruction and delight which 
the members of an intelligent, informed, and 
religious family are disposed to impart and to 
receive from one another ! 

The religion of our Saviour teaches us to 
contemplate, with joy and gratitude, a state 
where this enemy to our peace, activity, and 
enjoyment, shall be known no more. Of 
course, it allows us to use every innocent and 
proper method, to procure its absence from 
our persons, families, friends, and connexions, 
in the present state. Nay, it commands us 
to be thankful for all the means we possess of 
lessening an evil, which we cannot now en- 
tirely remove. 

O delightful and joyous state! where the 
venerable and amiable apostle, on whose 
words we have been meditating, now bending 
under the infirmities of years, shall be united 
to his beloved friend Gaius, and all others of 
the same good spirit, and shall flourish with 
them in immortal vigour ! 
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HYMN XXXVIIL_ C. M. 


Far from the narrow scenes of night 
Unbounded glories rise, 

And realms of infinite delight 
Unknown to mortal eyes. 


Fair distant land ! could mortal eyes 
But half its charms explore, ® 
How would our spirits long to rise, 
And dwell on earth no more ! 


No darkness there shall cloud the eyes, 
No languor seize the frame ; 

But ever active vigour rise 
To feed the vital flame. 


There pain and sickness never come, 
There griefno more complains, 


' Health triumphs in immortal bloom, 


And purest pleasure reigns. 


O may the cheering view inspire 


Our hearts. with ardent love ; 
And lively faith and strong desire 
Bear every thought above ! 



























THIRTY-NINTH SUNDAY. 


James v. 13.—Js any among you afflicted ? let him 
pray. | 


NOT that we ought at any time to live 
without prayer to “sod. At no time, when 
seriously offered up, can it fail of being a 
pleasant and profitable employment. Yet 
there are seasons when the performance of it 
is particularly incumbent ; when the most 
powerful and valuable relief may be expected 
from it. ‘One of these is the season of afflic- 
tion, when the body is visited with severe 
pain, or the mind overwhelmed with perplex- 
ing cares. Then it becomes of the utmost 
importance to enjoy just and cheerful views 
of the divine perfections and administration. 

Soothing and reviving to the mind is then 
the recollection, that the unerring wisdom of 
‘God appoints only such trials as his goodness 
can enable us to bear. 

Pray then, O thou afflicted servant of God! 
for such a degree of-patience, that no unguar- 
ded words may escape thy lips, that no mur- 
muring or unkind thoughts of thy Maker may 
be cherished in thy heart. Pray that the re- 
signation of which thy divine Master was so 
amiable and instructive a pattern, may appear 
in thy character, adorn thy profession, and 
compose thy mind. Pray that thou mayest 
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learn to feel for, and to sympathize with, those 
whose pains and suffering are perhaps greater 
than thine, whose comforts and resources far 
more limited. Pray to be preserved from 
turning away thine ear from the tale of human 
woe, or from avoiding the house of mourning, 
if thou art able to impart relief to the one, to 
adininister comfort to the other. 

In the formation of the most amiable vir- 
tues, in strengthening the best resolutions, 
solemn acts of prayer to God are essentially 
necessary. Nor are any seasons more proper 
to abound in them, than when we are obliged 
to seclude ourselves from the world, and can 
easily commune with God and our own hearts. 
Thus sanctified and improved, afflictions will 
become, as many of the other apparent evils 
of life do, a real and important blessing. 


——b + Ge 


HYMN XXXIX. L. M. 


ETERNAL ruler ! mighty power, 
Thou God of peace in sorrow’s hour ; 
Whene’er the heart affliction knows, 
From thee unceasing comfort flows. 


Supremely sood, then let us pray 
The God who gives and takes away, 
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To make us own him just and wise 
W hen earthly blessings he denies. 
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No longer then let transient joy 

Our thoughts and fondest hopes employ, 
But teach our hearts thy will divine, 
That bids us earth for heaven resign. 





And when our clay resigns its breath, 
And falls to dust in silent death, 

May the blest spirit soar above 

To praise the God of peace and love. 
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FORTIETH SUNDAY. 


Acts iii. 8—And he, leaping uf, stood and walked, 
and entered with them into the temple, walking and 
leaping and praising God. 


NATURAL and striking is the account 
here given of the feelings of the lame man, 
who was restored to the use of his limbs by 
Peter and Johm How must this miracle have 
exalted their characters, confounded the chief 
priests and rulers, and excited in the behold- 
ers mingled sensations of astonishment, admi- 
ration, and joy! The feelings, and probably 
the language, of the poor cripple were wrought 
up to a considerable degree of holy and de- 
vout fervour. ‘To indulge and express them, 
he accompanies the venerable apostles of Jesus 
to the temple of God. The duty of praise 
and thanksgiving, which is at all times a de- 
lightful exercise, becomes doubly so when we 
have escaped any imminent danger, or been 
restored to the enjoyment of any important 
blessing. How good and how pleasant, how 
honourable to religion and interesting to the 
spectators, to observe these who had conferr- 
ed, and him who had received, a most signal 
blessing, entering the temple of God togeth- 


er! In that sacred place they met; the onc.te. 
12* | 
































138 


adore the kind Parent of the universe for pos- 
sessing the power, and enjoying the divine 
pleasure, of doing good ; the other, for having 
been the happy object of so grand and aston- 
ishing a miracle. In this connexion, how nat- 
ural is the reflection, that if a restored blessing 
calls forth such joyful expressions of grateful 
sentiments, the uninterrupted enjoyment of 
mercies should be accompanied with a tribute 
of daily praise !—But to refer to the case of 
-the cripple : When we have been eminently 
distinguished by the restoration of any valua- 
ble comfort ; when we have been brought 
up, as it were from the borders of the grave, 
to what place can men of piety so properly 
make their first visit, as to the house of God ? 
There we shall appear as monuments, of the 
undeserved, perhaps the unexpected goodness 
of God. ‘There our pious acknowledgments 
may make deep and permanently valuable 
impressions upon our own hearts and those of 
our fellow-worshippers. 


——— - i= 


HYMN XL. P. M, 


Sacess of ancient letter’d times ! 
In every age and different. climes 

For wisdom fam’d among mankind ; 
Withdraw your thinly scatter’d rays 
Before the broad o’erpowering blaze 
Of the supreme eternal mind ! 
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Mercy’s great year, in heaven enroll’d, 


a By scers succeedipg seers foretold, 
"4 Was now with solemn pomp unseal’d ; 
Hy Light of the world, Messiah came 


Bs In his almighty Father’s name, 
y And immortality reveal’d. 


> 


Fill’d with his Father’s strength he taught ; 
The dumb in rapture speak their thought ; 
The lame leap like the bounding roe ; 
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The rayless eyes receive the light, 
Death yields his spoils to Jesus’ might, 
And demons shrink to shades below. 





4 O works of power ! O works of love ! 
Ethereal embassy to prove, ‘ 
| That every rising doubt control ; 
Pledge of the power and love more strong 
Which to the Son of God belong 

To heal the, miseries of the soul. 
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Prince of celestial peace, to thee 

Shall bow in reverence every knee, 
From every mouth shall praises flow ; 

All thy commands are mild and just ; 

‘Thy promise, faithful to our trust, 

Will pardon, peace, and heaven bestow. 


















140 


FORTY-FIRST SUNDAY. 


Matthew xix. 14.—But Jesus said, Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven. 


IT has always been esteemed a mark of 
an amiable disposition to encourage children. 
Men of superior abilities and attainments have 
taken pleasure in observing and assisting the 
improvement of their reasoning powers. Men 
of piety have honoured God, and benefited 
their generation, by alluring them to celebrate 
the praises of their great Creator: Jesus 
Christ, whose growing fame for the charms of 
the most condescending goodness had encour- 
aged the persons who brought them to him 
upon the present occasion, did not repulse 
them. He rebuked his disciples, who had 
not yet imbibed enough of the heavenly spirit 
of his religion, for wishing to do it. He did 
not think it beneath his dignity, nor inconsis- 
tent with the object of his mission, to bestow 
upon them the most kind and affectionate at- 
tention. He took them up in his arms, and 
devoutly recommended both the children, and 
those who brought them, to the protection 
and blessing of his heavenly Father, From 
this conduct of our divine Master, we are 
justified in inferring that be considered them 
as emblems of innocence, humility, and puri- 


ty. ‘* Of such (says Christ,) is the kingdom 
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of Heaven.” They are fittest to reccive, te 
value, to honour, and te improve the dispen- 
sations of the Gospel. For them, and for all 
characters equally free from the pollutions of 
sin and open to religious impressions and sen- 
timents, is God’s celestial kingdom prepared. 
On the death of their children, then, let pious 
and Christian parents be composed: they are 
safe ; yea, their sorrow may be turned into 
joy. Their departed infants are for ever hap- 


py in the bosom of: their Father and their 
God. 


—— + 


HYMN XLL C,M. 


Sex Israel’s gentle shepherd stand 
With all-engaging charms ! 

Hark, how he calls the tender lambs, 
And takes them in his arms ! 


“Permit them to approach, (he cries,) 
Nor scorn their humble name ; 

It was to bless such souls as these 
The Lord of angels came.” 


We bring them, Lord, with grateful hearts, 
And yield them up to thee ; 

Rejoic’d that we ourselves are thine, 

_ Thine let our children be. 


Ye little flock, with pleasure hear ; 
Ye children, seek his face ; 
And fly with transport to receive 
The blessings of his grace. 
If orphans they are left behind, 
Thy guardian care we trust ; 
That thought shall heal our bleeding heafts, 
When weeping o’er their dust. 














FORTY-SECOND SUNDAY. 


John xviii. 11.—TZhe cup: which my Father giveth me, 
shall I not drink it ? 


ADMIRABLE and instructive pattern of 
exalted piety and dutiful submission to the 
unerring will of God! An unbeliever can 
scarcely contemplate it without admiration ; 
and the sincere followers of such a Master 
must feel their bosoms glow with the most 
ardent desires to imitate it. Conducted by 
the treacherous Judas, a band of officers and 
soldiers from the chief priests came to appre- 
hend him who was “ holy and harmless.”’ 
His zealous and intrepid disciple Peter would 
have prevented the execution of their purpose, 
and endeavoured to strike terror into them by 
wounding with his sword one of the servants. 
Our Lord rebuked him for this rash act, and 
ordered him to sheathe the offensive weapon. 
Then it was that the feelings and sentiments 
of perfect and entire resignation to the ap- 
pointments of God broke forth in this emi- 
nently pious strain; ‘‘ The cup which my 
Father giveth me, shall I not drink it ?”? The 
great Captain of our salvation would not use 
miraculous powers which God hestows upon 
him in self-defence. He would not suffer his 
apostles to employ violence, even to resist a 
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most unmerited and malicious attack upon 
his person. 

He had a perfect foreknowledge of the pain- 
ful and trying scenes which were to precede 
an ignominious and cruel death. He was re- 
solved t6 go through them with a dignity and 
fortitude suited to the exalted character which 
he »ustained. He knew that he was to be 
made perfect, that his obedience to his heav- 
enly Father was to be consummated, and his 
example to be rendered a complete model of 
imitation by suffering ; and that through the 
gates of death he was to enter into glory. 

After the striking and divine pattern which 
our Master has left us, let Christians leave to 
God the time and the manner of their remov- 
al from the world. No greater trials will God 
appoint, no greater difficulties will he allot us, 
than we shall be able to bear and to surmount, 
while we follow the patience, are animated by 


the fortitude, and copy the resignation of our 
holy Master. 


— + 


HYMN XL. C. M. 


Brxo.ip, when in a mortal form 
Appears each grace divine ! 

The virtues all in Jesus meet, 

And in mild radiance shine. 
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*Midst keen reproach and cruel scorn, 
Patient and meek he stood ; 

His foes, ungrateful sought his life ; 
He labour’d for their good. ; "4 












In the last hour of deep distress iy 
Before his Father’s throne, ES 

With soul resign’d he bow’d, and said— 
“ Thy will, not mine, be done.” 


Be Christ our pattern and our guide ! 
His image may we bear ! 

© may we tread his steps to heaven, 
And share his glory there ! 
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FORTY-THIRD SUNDAY. 


Psalm xli.1.—Blessed is he that considereth the poor. 


THESE are a part of the great family of 
God whom we mect every where,—in the 
crowded city and the retired village,—in our 
walks and at our doors. He who made them, 
knows that persors in their circumstances are 
as necessary to answer the wise end benefi- 
cent purposes of his providence, as those who 
fill the highest and most honourable station 
in society. The man, therefore, who :consid- 
ers the poor, wilh mot forget whose creatures 
they are, and in what relation they :stand to 
himself, and in how many important respects 
mankind are all.alike. He will mot forget 
that their situations may soon become ours; 
that not merely attention, but kind :attention, 
is due to them ; :and that the ebligatien to 
serve them results not from the gratification 
of our generous principles, but from a sense 
of gratitude to God anddove to man. We 
commend fim who relieves the poor, when 
they apply and make known their urgent ne- 
cessities. We applaud fim who cheerfully 
gives what is wanted, when pointed out by 
one who pities the miseries of their situation, 
but whose circumstances do not enable hin. 
todo the good he wishes. Such characters 
13 








146 


are estimable, and ought to be ranked among 
the valuable members of society. But more 
amiable is he, and entitled to superior praise, 
who acquaints himself with the numerous 
poor, by whom his splendid or comfortable 
mansion is surrounded. ‘To a double share 
of admiration and gratitude has hea claim, 
who waits not for any solicitation from the 
poor, nor the exertion of any interest which 
others may be supposed to possess. He con- 
templates it as a duty, to know the charac- 
ters, the wants, and the sufferings of those to 
whom his acts of charity may reasonably be 
expected to extend. In performing this part 
of his duty, the worthy follower of his bles- 
sed Master will judiciously consider every 
circumstance which may heighten the value 
of his relief. A little, in res and kindly 
administered, he will not forget, may be pro- 
ductive of incalculable beneiit. 


HYMN XLIilil. C. M. 


Bust is the man whose tender heart 
Feels all another’s pain ; 


To whom the supplicating eye 
Was never rais’d in vain. 
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Whose breast expands with generous warmth 
A stranger’s woe to feel ; 

And bleeds in pity o’er the wound 
He wants the power to heal. 


He spreads his kind supporting arms 
To every child of grief ; 

His secret bounty lar gely flows, 
And brings unask’d relief. 


. Peace from the bosom of his God, 
Peace shall to him be given ; 

: His soul shall rest secure on earth, 

i And find its native heaven. 


To him protection shall be shown ; 
And mercy from above 

Descend on those who thus fulfil 

The perfect law of love. 











FORTY-FOURTH SUNDAY. 


Psal. lv. 6. O that I had wings like a dove ! for 
then would I fly away and be at rest. 


PEACE and quietness in some favcured 
retirement are what the wisest and best of 
men have earnestly desired ; and the more 
when they have biaee vexed and wearied: with 
the unkindness or clamour of those about 
them. The truly pious, also, wish te retire 
from the hurry and bustle of the world, toa 
place of silence and solitude, where they may 
enjoy communion with God and their own 
hearts. And to the confirmed christian, death 
is desirable, as an escape from all the dangers 
and troubles of this werld; to a region of 
perfect and everlasting rest. But the eager 
wish to retreat from the world, should never 
be occasioned merely by dissatisfaction, nor 
imply discontent. It should arise from a just 
estimate of things, from a firm conviction of 
.the vanity of the present world, and a wise 
preference of the next. Then, amidst the 
trials and cares, the temptations and dangers 
which here surround us, it is pleasant to look 
and long for that ‘“‘ rest which remains for 
the children of God.” 
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HYMN XLIV. 


I quit the world’s fantastic joys ; 
Its honours are but idle toys, 
Its bliss an empty shade : 
Like meteors in the midnight sky, 
That glitter for a while, and die, 
Its glories flash and fade. 


Let fools for riches strive and toil, 

Let greedy minds divide the spoil, 
*Tis all too mean for me ; 

Far above earth, above the skies 

My bold ambitious wishes rise, 

To Heav’n, my God, and thee. 


Swift as the bird, escap’d the snare 
With joyful pinions through the air 
Flies to her native nest ; 
Thus, from the world’s delusive charms 
I fly, dear Father, to thy arms, 
hea find my wish’d-ior rest. 


© source of glory, life, and love ! 

When to thy courts I mount above 
On contemplation’s wings, 

I look with generous disdain 

On all the pleasures of the yain, 
On all the pomp of kings. 


Thy beauties rising on my sight, 
Divinely sweet, divinely bright, 
With rapture fill my breast ; 
Though robb’d of all my worldly store, 
In thee I never can be poor, 
But must be ever blest. 


13* 
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~ FORTY-FIFTH SUNDAY. 


John iy. 32.—But he said to them, I have meai te 
eat that ye know not of. 


A SENTIMENT so eminently pious as 
this could proceed from no bosom which did 
not overflow with exalted reverence to God, 
and tender benevolence to man. Inattentive 
not only to his gratification, but msensible to 
the pain of hunger and thirst, the holy Jesus 
refused the request of his disciples to take 
those refreshments which their affectionate at- 
tentions had procured for his sustenance. 
His mind appears to have been so much en- 
gaged with the interesting conversation be- 
tween him and the woman of Samaria ; his 
heart to have been so much delighted with 
the prospect of doing good, which presented 
itself, that he could think of nothing else. 
And that this was not a transient emotion, 
but the ruling principle of his life, is evinced 
by the numerous and beneficent miracles he 
wrought ; by the acts of kindness and good- 
ness, which were the business and the pleasure 
of his holy life. | | 

The necessities of our corporeal frame re- 
quire that attention, without which we cannot 
perform the duties of life. At:the same time, 
our divine Master’s observation justifies those 
truly patriotick and pious persons, whose con- 
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duct shows that they do not consider them- 
selves born to live to themselves, for their 
private gratification ; but for the benefit of 
society, for the moral and religious improve- 
ment of others. When their disinterested 
conduct excites the surprise, perhaps pro- 
vokes the censure, of the votaries of pleasure, 
with self-congratulation can they reflect that 
they have food to eat, of which mien of the 
world know nething. They have sources 
of pure and exalted enjoyment, the value of 
which they are totally unable, to appreeiate, 
and which, for.a time, supersede the demands 
of animal nature. i 

And blessed be God that this devout and 
benevolent sentiment of our holy Master is 
cherished: and valued by this poor and obseure 
follower, as well as by him who possesses ten 
talents, with a corresponding noble and gene- 
rous disposition! Struggling with the com- 
plicated evils of poverty, pain, and sickness ; 
if he can read the Gospel of his Saviour ; if 
his spirit inhabit his breast ; if the virtues of 
his religion adorn his children, and its conso- 
lations cheer his spirits; he can exultingl 
say, ‘‘ I have food to eat” which the world 
knoweth nothing of, and which I would not 
exchange for all its boasted, but transitory, 
wealth and grandeur. 
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HYMN XLV. C. M. 


Wise is our heavenly Father’s law, 
And holy, just, and good ! 

His service is our chief delight, 
Our soul’s refreshing food. 


*Tis meat indeed to do his will, 
For life by him is given ; 

We feed on him by faith, and grow 
Replenish’d more for heaven. 


Though small indeed the earthly store 
Which nature’s wants supplies 

And even the best we can obtain 
Ne’er fully satisfies : 


That which the immortal soul requires 
Is nourishment indeed : 

© Lord, on this divine repast 

May we for ever feed ! 
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FORTY-SIXTH SUNDAY. 


Micah iv. 3— 4nd they shall beat their swords inio 
ploughshares, and their sfears into fpruning-hooks ; 
mation shall not lift ufp a sword cgainst nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 


IT is impossible for any one, who believes 
in revelation, to read the promise of which 
these words are part, without devout pleasure 
and joy. Scarcely can he avoid being anx- 
iously, piously solicitous to know when the 
delightful and harmonious period, here pre- 
dicted, is likely to take place. On the one 
hand, how painful and distressing to the heart 
of a Christian is it to contemplate those scenes 
of carnage and woe, which disfigure the crea- 
tion of God! On the other, how consoling, 
how soothing, to be assured, by God’s holy 
and inspired prophet, that a brighter and hap- 
pier state of the world may be expected ! 

Yes, O thou jllustrious Prince of Peace ! 
when the kingdoms of the world will not only 
profess, but practise, thy religion ; nations, as 
well as individuals, will afford all the assist- 
ance, and do all the good to each other, which 
they can. 

But who are to be the instruments of ac- 
complishing the beneficent purposes of divine 
Providence ? What are the means by which 
we may hope to see the nearer approach of 
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those days, when a virtuous emulation in the 
arts of love and peace shall animate the nations 
of the earth ; when the dreadful instruments 
of destruction shall be exchanged for the use- 
ful implements of husbandry ? The pacifick 
principles of Christianity must become con- 
stituent and predominant principles in all 
Christian states and empires. The pursuit 
and desire of extended dominion, national 
agerandizement, honour and pre-eminence, 
which are at variance with these, must be to- 
tally and for ever abandoned. 

Christian rulers and statesmen must con- 
sider themselves as much bound in the coun- 
cil-chamber or the senate-house to check the 
origin, and to stop the progress, of national 
hostility, as they do in their private capacity 
to “‘ live peaceably, as much as in them lieth,” 
with their neighbours. Hasten, we beseech 
thee, O God of love, and Author of peace, 
the glorious time, when the nations of the 
earth, which now appear to be thirsting for 
blood, shall no longer lift up their swords 
against one another, and when they shall 
learn and delight in war no more! Amen, 
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HYMN XLVI. C. M. 


O’ER mountain tops, the church of God 
In latter days shall rise ; 

Above the summits of the hills, 
And draw the wondering eyes. 


To this the joyful nations round, 
All tribes and tongues shall flow ; 
Up to the mount of God, they say, 
And to his house we'll go. 


The beams that shine from Zion’s hill 
Shall lighten every land ; 

The king who reigns in Salem’s towers 
Shall the whole world command. 


Among the nations he shall judge, 
His judgments truth shall guide ; 

His sceptre shall protect the just 
And crush the sinner’s pride. 


No war shall rage, nor hostile strife 
Disturb those happy years ; 


To ploughshares men shall beat their swords, 


To pruning hooks their spears. 


No longer hosts encountering hosts 
Shall crowds of slain deplore ; 
They’ll lay the martial trumpet by, 
And study war no more. 
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FORTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY. 


Luke xviii. 13.—God be merciful to me a sinner. 


A VERY short but comprehensive prayer, 
fit to be adopted by all persons and ready for 
use at all times. But it is not too short to 
answer the purposes of a devotional exercise, 
arid to be productive of the joys of divine for- 
giveness, and the fruits of repentance and 
reformation. Unquestionably, every man 
who is properly impressed with the impor- 
tance of prayer to God, every man who ack- 
nowledges its holy duties to be equally de- 
lightful and edifying, will express the senti- 
ments and feelings of his heart in greater vari- 
ety and extent of language. 

But no man can enter mto the full and 
proper meaning of these few words, who is 
not under the mfluence of deep contrition and 
unfeigned humility. He will be sensible that 
to place himself before that God, ‘“ to whom 
all -hearts are open, ail desires -known, and 
from whom no secrets can be hidden,’ as a 
sinner, is a very allecting and awful conside- 
ration. Itis calculated to banish every un- 
becoming thought of our attainments in 
knowledge .and piety, and to keep us lowly 
and modest in all which wesay or think of 
ourselves, however highly friendship may rate 
our good qualities. 
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And short as the prayer is, it cannot be 
sincerely used, and not render us more cau- 
tious and circumspect in future than we have 
been in time past. Whatever be the nature 
of the sin which we have had reason particu- 
larly to confess, lament, and seek the pardon 
of, a deep impression of its odious or hurtful 
nature will lead to double care and vigilance, 
that our hearts do not again reproach, nor God 
condemn us on account of it. Instead of ex- 
posing ourselves to a repetition of it by neg- 
ligence or imprudence, by seeking or encour- 
aging the temptations to it, we shall be found 
keeping our hearts and our lips with all dili- 
gence ; we shall walk more circumspectly, re- 
collecting the omnipresence, awed by the om- 
niscience, and allured by the mercy of *God 
to all sincere penitents, _Intimately connected 
with and necessarily flowing from:a spirit of 
Christian humility and self-diffidence, is for- 
bearance and candour to the faults and failings 
of others. Accustomed to lament from day 
to day the imperfections of our virtues and 
the number of our transgressions, and earnest- 
ly imploring the pardon of them, it is barely 
possible that we should be rigid and severe 
in our judgment of others. We must feel 
the utter impropriety, we must be struck . 
with the glaring inconsistency, we must 
tremble at the heinous guilt, of being impla- - 


cable or unforbearing towards those who have 
14 
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offended, or even done us an injury. The ; 
temper and character of the haughty pharisee 
will be the object of our disgust and aver- i 
sion ; while that of the humble and modest 
publican, so beautifully described by our holy 
Master, will be the object of our delightful 
and unceasing imitation. It will lead each of 


us to say, 


*“* Teach me to feel another’s woe, 
To hide the fault I see ; 

That mercy I to others show, 
That mercy show to me.” 


a 


HYMN XLVII. C. M. 


Tev sacred power in heaven above, 
Eternal and supreme ! 

© hear our prayer, and from distress 
Qur humbled souls redeem ! 


Pierc’d with the deepest sense of guilt, 
We shew to thee our need ; 

And for thy free and pardoning grace 
Most earnestly would plead. 


Sinful we are, and oft offend 
Against thy just command ; 

And yet protection still we find 
From thy supporting hand, 

If we rebel against such love, 
We but increase our sin : 

may thy long forbearance, now, 
Our hearts reluctant win ? 

‘Thy tender mercies, Lord, bestow, 
Our many sins remove ; 

And our too stubborn hearts subdue : 
With shy forgiving love ! 
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FORTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY. 


Acts iv. 13—NMow, when they saw the boldness of Pe- 
ter and John, and perceived that they were unlearn- 
ed and common men, they wondered ; and they re- 
collected that they had been with Jesus. 


NEVER did the characters of any two 
men appear to greater advantage than those 
of the apostles upon the present occasion. 
Having asserted the glorious doctrine of the 
resurrection from the dead, and the triumph 
of their great Master over the grave, as a 
pattern and pledge of it, they were imprison- 
ed. The following day they were brought 
forth, with the man who had been restored to 
the use of his limbs, before the Jewish sanhe- 
drim, their highest and most august court of 
justice, being composed of persons of the first 
eminence for rank and learning. Being mterro- 
gated by what means so grand and beneficent a 
miracle had been performed, they declare that 
it was by the name of Jesus of Nazareth, of 
whom they had been the murderers, but whom 
his heavenly Father had rescued from the do- 
minion of death. They then speak in just but 
exalted terms of Christ, as the glorious cor- 
ner-stone of the Christian church ; as, under 
God, the chief support of that majestick and 
imperishable building. And they assert, that 
the miraculous cure which had delighted the 
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hearts and gratified the benevolent feelings of 
the spectators, was performed solely with a view 
to honour their illustrious Lord and Master. 
Language this, which these priests and rulers 
little expected from men circumstanced as the 
apostles were, destitute of the advantages of a 
liberal education,and filling no publick office in 
the church or state. They were of course ata 
loss to account fer.such magnanimous conduct. 
They did not consider, that a consciousness 
of being supported by truth almost transforms 
men into a superior order of beings. It begets 
in them powers, and brings them under the 
influence of motives, to which they were be- 
fore strangers. And it is a most encouraging 
reflection, that, in the sacred presence of truth, 
the pomp of power and the splendour, of roy- 
alty are obliged to yield, equally with the 
meanness of dissimulation and the eflrontery of 
falsehood. Upon recollection, some of these 
great_men became sensible that these two dis- 
ciples had been with Jesus the night that he 
was taken, and had attended him to the house 
‘of Caiaphas. We have every reason to be- 
lieve, that the ardent affection of the beloved 
apostle for his holy Master burnt with a pure 
and steady flame: but, after having shameful- 
ly denied him, a most honourable and happy 
change had taken place in his companion and 
fellow labourer. Peter now appears the bold 
and intrepid defender ef his Master, undis- 
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mayed by threats and undaunted by opposi- 
tion. The divine composure, magnanimity, 
and forgiveness, which his blessed Lord dis- 
played in the closing scenes of life, and which. 
conferred an unparalleled dignity and excel- 
lence uppon his character ; these, in connex- 
ion with his predicted and triumphant resur- 
rection from the dead, can alone be assign- 
ed as an adequate cause of this wonderful 
change. 

Let us, by cheerfully bearing our testimo- 
ny upon all proper occasions to the dignity of 
our Lord’s character, the evidences of his re- 
ligion, and the animating doctrines of his 
Gospel, show that we have not studied the 
history of these holy men in vain, By im- 
bibing the heavenly spirit and copying the in- 
numerable and attractive beauties of the life 
of our great Master, let us show that we also 
have been with Jesus, and that we possess the 


Necessary qualifications for ranking with his 


honoured and happy friends at his Father’s 
right hand. 


HYMN XLVIII. C.M. 


Rise, my soul, pursue the path 
By ancient worthies trod ; 
Ambitious view those holy men 
Who liv’d and walk’d with God ! 
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Though dead, they speak in reason’s ear, 
And in example live ; 

Their faith and hope and mighty deeds 
Still fresh instruction give. 


Say, by what strength their feeble flesh 
Such various toils sustain’d ; 

Say, by what means those heirs of grace 
Immortal triumphs gain’d ? 


With Jesus they had been, through him 
They conquer’d every foe ; 

And to his power and matchless love 
They all their honours owe. 


Warm ’d by the zeal that fir’d their breasts, 
We shall be heroes too, 

And bear our witness to the world 
Of that which faith can do. 


Lord, may we ever well observe 

The patterns they have-rgiven, 
And ne’er forsake the blessed path. 
Which led them safe to heaven ! 


Ac 









163 


FORTY-NINTH SUNDAY. 


Acts iv. 19.—But Peter and John answered and said 
unto them, Whether it be right, in the sight of God, 
to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. 


HOW striking is the contrast between the 
enemies and the friends of God and truth ! 
The former are always perplexed, not know- 
ing what part to act, what plans to pursue. 
To the latter, who have one object only in 
view, the path is perfectly clear, plain, and 
straight. 

After the masterly defence of the apostles 
Peter and John before the supreme council of 
the Jews, the result of the consultation was, 
that they should be strictly charged neither 
to preach nor to speak any more in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Accordingly, they. were 
called, and a peremptory order to this pur- 
pose was given them. And did they promise 
ohedience, or were they guilty of any prevari- 
cation? No. The answer of honest and 
conscientious men is always at hand. Upon 
a plain point of duty, no preparation, no con- 
ference is necessary. ‘They instantly reply, 
“* Whether it be right,”’ &c. You yourselves 
admit the interesting fact which we assert, 
though you deny the authority to which we 
confidently attribute it. So fully are we sat- 
isfied of the truth of our statement, that we 
are determined to maintain the merited and 
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appropriate honour of our holy Master. And 
with our convictions and sentiments, we hes- 
itate not to make the appeal to yourselves, 
whether we are not solemnly bound to show 
greater reverence for the authority of God, 
than respect to your orders. A truly noble 
answer, which is recorded to their everlasting 

_ honour, as it will redound to that of all m 
every age of the Church, who under similar 
circumstances adopt the same. 





HYMN XLIX. C. M. 


When storms hang o’er the christian’s head, 
He flies unto his God ; 

And under his refreshing shade 
Finds a secure abode. 


When foes without and fears within 
Seek to disturb his peace, 

To God he makes his sorrows known, 
And strait his sorrows cease. 


When winds of strong temptation blow 
And floods of trouble roll, 

God is the help and refuge too 

Of his distressed soul. 
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FIFTIETH SUNDAY. 


Luke xix. 7.—.And when they saw it, they all mur- 
mured, saying, that he was gone to be guest with @ 






man that 7s a sinner. 









PERHAPS, by this seemingly obnoxious 
word, nothing more is meant than that Zac- 
cheus was a gentile, with whom the Jews 
were unwilling to have any intercourse. Be- 
cause the impartial and unconfined goodness 
of our holy Master did not, and could not, 
countenance such prejudices; because by his 
conduct he set before them an example of su- 
perior wisdom and liberality, they all express- 
ed their disapprobation. That Zaccheus was 
not a character which ought to have been 
shunned, may be inferred from our. Lord’s 
address to him. ‘That there was something 
amiable and good about him, may be inferred 
from the more than common joy which he 
expressed at being honoured with the com- 
pany of so illustrious a guest as Jesus of Naz- 
areth. Men, who have been, and who are de- 
termined to continue, irregular and licentious, 
do not. seek such company. They. rather 
avoid those whose principles and conversation 
furnish a striking contrast, and convey a se- 
vere though indirect reproof of their own. 
The presumption is, that our holy Master, 
who knew what was in man, had discovered 
er heard some circumstances favourable to 
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the character of this superior officer of the 
customs of Jericho. From the subsequent 
ne of the history it may be inferred, that 
e saw nothing to lessen Zaccheus in his es- 
timation, or to think him unworthy of being 
visited. As no human character is perfect ; 
as many shining and useful virtues are often 
associated with lamentable defects, perhaps 
with glaring faults, how are such persons to 
be treated ? Is their society to be entirely 
shunned by the ministers of religion, by the 
more virtuous and worthy professors of the 
Gospel ? Aire they to be left to the com- 
y of persons of the same unhappy cast, 
and hereby to diffuse the leaven of corrup- 
tion ? By no means. Our Lord, the pattern 
of all perfection, sets before us a better, a 
more edifying example. 
In conformity to it, as the followers of such 
a Master, be it our wish and study, by judi- 
eious advice, delicate reproof, and affection- 
ate exhortation, to convert a sinner, and to 
restore him to holiness and happiness! We 
know not how many sins, on his part, may 
be prevented ; on our own how many may be 


forgiven, through the infinite mercy of God in 
Jesus Christ. ! 
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HYMN L. L. M. 






Once as the Saviour pass’d along, 
Zaccheus fain the Lord would see ; 

Of stature small, to escape the throng, 
He ran before and climb’d a tree. 


Soon as our gracious Lord drew nigh, 
Upward he look’d, and saw him there, 
He said, “ Come hasten down, for I 
Must be thy guest to-day, prepare. 


To-day,” the pard’ning Saviour cries, 
«¢ Salvation to thy house is come, 
On wings of sovereign love it flies, 
Go tell the blissful news at home !” 



















O may that Saviour as a guest 
To us his gracious visit make ; 
May we be with his favour blest, 
And of his pardoning love partake ! 
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VIFTY-FIRST SUNDAY. 


Matthew xi. 28.—Learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly of heart, and ye shall jind rest unto your 
souls. 


YES, venerable and ‘holy Master we will 
learn of thee ; we wish for, we can have no 
superior instructor. Thy mind was enriched 
with treasures of celestial knowledge. Thy 
sacred lessons were uniformly characterized 
by wisdom, prudence, condescension, and 
goodness. Their beauty was displayed, their 
excellence was illustrated, their advantages 
appeared with irresistible charms, in thy per- 
fect life and character. We are delighted and 
improved by the striking correspondence _be- 
tween the temper and virtues which thy dis- 
courses recommend, which thy daily conver- 
sation exhibits. At thy feet, therefore, will we 
sit, and in thy school do we wish to be educa- 
ted. ‘There will we learn those heavenly max- 
ims ; there will we imbibe that amiable spirit of 
lowliness, meekness and forbearance, which 
are so little valued, so seldom inculcated, so 
rarely exemplified in the schools of worldly 
wisdom or worldly fashion. The minds of 
their disciples, a prey to violent and vindic- 
tive passions, are like the ‘‘ troubled sea, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt.” -We, follow- 
ers of thee, the meek and lowly Saviour of the 
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world, will make it our nobler ambition to 
‘“‘ recompense to no man evil for evil, but to, 
overcome evil with good, that we may find 
rest to our souls.” Amen. 


HYMN LI. L. M: 


My dear Redeemer and my Lord, 
I read my duty in thy word ; 

But in thy life thy law appears. 
Drawn out in living characters. 


Such was thy piety and zeal, 

Thy deference to thy Father’s will ; 
Thy love and meekness-so divine, 

I would transcribe and make them mine. 


Be thou my pattern make me bear 

More of thy gracious image here ; 
There-God, the judge, shall own my name 
Among the followers of the Lamb. . 
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FIPTY-SECOND SUNDAY. 
{ Cor. xi. 24—Zhis do in remembrance of me. 


HOW natural, how reasonable, a command 
from. such a friend as Jesus Christ, to eat bread 
and drink wine im remembrance of him ; 
What an honourable and pleasing badge of 
our Christian profession is a seat at his table, 
when taken with such just motives! How ad- 
mirably calculated this religious rite to keep 
up a grateful and joyful remembrance of our 
holy Master ; of his living virtues, his dying 
love, his rising glories! How well fitted to 
unite Christians in love and affection, in friend- 
ship and zeal, to support the cause, to diffuse 
the-consolations, to encrease the triumphs, of 
the Gospel ! What support under the trou- 
bles of life, what relief in the prospect of 
death, may be derived from contemplating the 
eross of Christ in connexion with the glories 
of his resurrection. 

How greatly. to be lamented then is it, that 
any circumstances should have contributed 
to keep from this holy and delightful service 
many of the pious servants of God, many of 
the faithful followers of Christ! More just 
and scriptural views of the subject than those 
which formerly obscured it, we may rejoice, 
have long been prevailing ; and we trust that 
they are continually spreading. 
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Free from all mystery, and in its native and. 
beautiful simplicity, we hope that it will by 
Christians in general be considered as a rite 
commemorative of the matchless virtues of 
our Master, and of the unspeakable blessings 
of his Gospel. 


«* With grateful sorrow in our breast 
We’ll celebrate the dying feast 
Of our departed Lord ; 
And while his perfect love we view, 
His bright example we’ll pursue, 
And meditate his word.’’ 


HYMN LIL C. M. 












Dear Saviour, to thy bleeding wounds 
Our souls for refuge flee ; : 
And since ‘ho name like thine is found, 
We'll long remember thee. | 


At thy repast with suppliant voice, 
We ask thy face to see ; 


And shew our love to thy commands. 
By thus rememb’ring thee. 


Thy pity, when no help was nigh, 
From death our souls to free, 

Shall raise our songs of rapture high 

As we remember thee. 


we. 
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Thy truth to ages past unknown, 
Which prophets long’d to see, 
Shall higher raise our joyful song 

As we remember thee. 


Thy promises, forever sure, 
Our soul’s delight shall be, 

And while our life and breath endure 
Will we remember thee. 





